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QUESTION: "How does the name and theology of
the Brethren in Christ affect your
discipling of new believers?"
(The response is given by J. Ralph Wenger, pastor of the
Paramount Brethren in Christ church in Hagerstown, Maryland,
which recently "graduated" from extension to full conference
status.)
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Rather than fostering an independent "community church"
image, I make no apology about our congregation's belonging to a
larger fellowship. In fact, I find the name "Brethren in Christ" is no
hindrance, but rather a dynamic church builder in new communities. And the church is still a community church in the sense
that it is actively relating to the community.
I make it a point to share our view of the church with new
Christians early in their relationship with us. I simply state we see
the church composed of followers of Jesus Christ who have been
made new by His Spirit. The Bible becomes the sole authority for
the way of life, and we come together in the fellowship of believers
to learn what God is saying to us in His Word.
I go on to tell them we do not share the view that the church is
part of the state, nor do we see the church linking arms with the
state. We see the church as being responsible solely to her head,
the Lord Jesus Christ. And we are ready to follow the life and
teachings of our Lord at those points where there is tension
between His will and that of the state or society. We believe the Holy
Spirit alone can equip us for this kind of commitment.
We believe that if a Christian is really committed to Jesus and
filled with the Spirit, he will seek to become more Christlike and will
want to join the fellowship where Christ is the head, directing the
body.
Our fellowship tries to practice what it preaches about discipleship. Some of our people have been moved by Christ to take
the attitude "what I have is yours as long as you need it as much as I
do." Thus, when a family in our congregation could not obtain
financial help from local banks (simply due to their being from a
minority group), some of the Christians here joined together and
provided financial help. Others in dire financial need have received
help from the group.
When these biblical concepts are explained to them, new
Christians don't have problems with them. On the contrary, many
people (even some with fundamentalist backgrounds) say, "We
have never heard of any group of believers like this, who take the
teachings of Jesus so seriously." They come to find a new lease on
their Christian living and become excited about it.
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Christianity is not some "religious vaccine" which,
once injected into a person, can be ignored for years
while it automatically but secretly does its appointed
task. No, Jesus was clear about the day-to-day
conscious outworkings of Christian commitment
when He said, "The man who will not take up his
cross and follow in my footsteps cannot be my
disciple."'
Conversion to Jesus Christ will result in a life of
discipleship. As James put it, "Faith without action is
as dead as a body without a soul." 2 It's exciting and
rewarding to see those recently "evangelized"
becoming "the evangels."
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In many ways our world has become a "global
village." Technology both minimizes distance and
maximizes the impact one group of people can have
on others.

i

At the same time, however, it is true that each of us
has our own private, unique world. The things which
are real and important to Luke Murmu in North Bihar
are different from those meaningful to Tange-san in
Tokyo. The world which Laura Pioquinto in the Bronx
has to "cope with" is a different world from that
confronting Doffa Aurora in Nicaragua.
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The beautiful thing about Christianity is that Jesus
Christ meets each of us in our own world. He relates
to our hopes, our needs, our fears. The Holy Spirit
makes it possible for each of us to function well in
our own world. Not only does He enable us to survive
there, we can be "light" and "salt" as well.
DISCIPLING BELIEVERS IN TODAY'S WORLD . . . a
few glimpses into the process of making disciples in
the multiple worlds in which we Brethren in Christ
live.
"You, then, are to go and make disciples of
all the nations . . . and, remember, I am with
you always, even to the end of the world." 3

1. L u k e 14:27, Phillips. 2. J a m e s 2:26, Phillips. 3. M a t t h e w 28:19, 20, Phillips.
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Discipling In My World

What starts off this process of discipling? What makes people ready
to become disciples? Well, very often the fear of evil spirits plays a major
part in it. Someone is tired of living in fear of the spirits, always trying to
appease them. In his village, or perhaps in a village he is visiting, he sees
that Christians have an inner satisfied feeling. He says to himself, "We eat
and drink the same kinds of things, so why are they satisfied but I am
not?"
Hindu Santals always have to be doing something to earn their
salvation (preparing and then offering special food to their idols,
repeating prayers or the name of their god, etc.) and they get very tired of
this. The dissatisfied ones begin talking among their families: "Let's try the
Christians' way." But others reply, "No, no, we can't do that."
At this point it is the Christians' opportunity. The seeking ones c o m e
and ask us about this Way. Word spreads quickly by way of the
"grapevine" if other Santals are seeking. After they watch one who has
found Christ and been converted, they ask, "How can he be so changed? I
am going to find out the real reason." And so they c o m e to a Christian's
home, or else send him an invitation to come and visit, and the process of
discipling is underway.
Now I will tell you of such a person, a student — Emanuel M u r m u .
Emanuel's older sister became a Christian and after this she talked
much with him about Jesus Christ's way. Their father did much puja
(worship) of Sankar, the elephant god. Often all night long he would sing
the Hindu worship songs, ringing bells. He would eat no meat or fish so
his body would not be defiled in any way. Their uncle, also a Hindu, lived
in terrible fear of evil spirits. One time he was so terrified that he fell
unconscious because of his terror, or else he was overpowered by the
spirits and passed out. Emanuel's father prayed mightily to Sankar and
made many promises if his brother would be healed. He did get better for
a while, then after a few months fell sick in the same way, and thus several
years passed.

by Luke Murmu, as told to Doris Cober

During this time Emanuel was in high school, and finished in second
division. He was dissatisfied with all the Hindu gods, asking, " W h e r e is
their sovereignty?" Then he heard me preaching, "Jesus Christ is
powerful and sovereign."
Just after this the uncle fell unconscious again because of evil spirits,
and everyone asked what to do. Emanuel, then 18 years old, said, "I have
heard of the power of Jesus Christ. I am going to pray to Him for the
healing of my uncle." And he prayed, "Jesus Christ, you never turn
anyone away. I ask you, if you are Lord, to cast out this evil spirit and show
us that you are the all-powerful God. If you do, I will serve you and b e c o m e
your disciple." Immediately the man was cured. (He has not yet become a
Christian, but remains free from the power of the evil spirit.)
Emanuel was convinced of the supreme power of the Lord Jesus,
and was later baptized. Then his father became very upset and said he
would not pay Emanuel's college fees. This was a time of real testing for
Emanuel. However, his father later relented and is again paying the fees
for Emanuel's college education. But the father is so afraid that the

"Conversions are not in meetings or church services,
but almost always in one's home or one's own
village. Meetings are for fellowship of believers."

Christians will persuade him too that he disappears into the fields when a
Christian team comes to visit the home!
Emanuel asked to have a Christian team c o m e and visit his uncle to
persuade him to become a Christian. I said, "We can come, but this is
your job now!"
We go where the fish are biting. When the seeking ones ask us to
come, then we go and witness.
My mother-in-law (not a Christian) recently told two Hindu friends
whose daughters had been killed because people thought they were
possessed by evil spirits: "You should become Christians. Then you
would be free from the power of the spirits." They retorted, "How can you
tell us this, when you are not a Christian?!" She answered, "I am not yet a
Christian, and perhaps I can't be, but it is the best way."
As far as growth in maturity — time is not so important here, so when
people want to talk, we talk. When a believer no longer enjoys the former,
often vulgar conversations, then he needs talk and fellowship with other
believers.
Travel is often time-consuming, and such times can be g o o d
opportunities for conversation. For example, the 1973 Jamghat (the large
fellowship meeting at Christmas) was held in Banmankhi, 30 miles f r o m
my home. Our entire family walked the whole way — as did many others
— and this was a good chance for such conversation.
Conversions are not in meetings or church services, but almost
always in one's own home or one's own village. Meetings are for
fellowship of believers.
An example of growth in maturity, learning to pray, is in the following:
my wife was a new Christian but wouldn't pray, since she said she just
didn't know how to pray. One time we went to a distant village to visit. As
we were leaving, we had to cross a large river. It had rained the night
before. When we were halfway across, carrying our baby, we saw in the
distance a big crest of flood waters. People shouted to us to hurry. Witn
great effort we struggled and prayed, and reached the river bank with
water up to our waists. That was when my wife learned to pray and praise!

"Only a miracle
could spare him"
by Gerald Wingert

Bill was born in the mountains of Tennessee and by the time he was
thirteen knew the taste of "moonshine whiskey" which he helped his
father brew. As the years passed, the frequency and volume of c o n s u m p tion rapidly increased until he was in the tenacious grip of alcoholism.
Somehow he managed to support a family of eight plus his voracious
appetite for alcohol. Despite repeated attempts to quit, he kept edging
downward.
Finally, in a very debilitated condition he sat listening to the doctor
explain the hopelessness of his case. Hospitals and medicine offered no
ray of hope. The doctor admitted that only a miracle could spare him.
Realizing he could no longer cope with his problem and that he was at the
"bottom," he quietly bowed his head and called on God for mercy and
help. There in the doctor's office, without the aid of a "spiritual midwife,"
he was born again.
Realizing his human weakness he immediately plunged into faithful
study of the Word and prayer. He also became a faithful worshipper in the
church and carried local responsibilities. Growth was rapid. For spiritual
exercise he began offering help to those in the tenacles of alcoholism.
One incident stands out that points up the work of a disciple. Oscar
was brought to me, nearly in shock from heavy drinking and alcoholism.
My knowledge of dealing with a man in this condition was very limited. Bill
took this man right into his home and after several grueling days and
nights nursed him back to sobriety.
In a meeting a few nights later Oscar received Christ. His testimony
was that Christ met his need and he surely did not want to return to the old
way of living. He never did return to the old path. Only several weeks
passed till he had a heart attack and died.
Had it not been tor Bill's willingness to be a true disciple, having his
daily life disrupted, welcoming Oscar into his home, staying up nights with
him, Oscar would likely have died in a drunken stupor and been lost.

Msindo Moyo gives his testimony
at the Anniversary Conference in 1973

An AmaSili Disciple
by Nancy Jo Shenk

In Rhodesia in the early 1950s, many people were moved by the
government from their homes in areas designated for Europeans into a
new area known as the West Gwaai. A m o n g these were many Brethren in
Christ people from Matopo, Mtshabezi and Wanezi districts. Naturally,
these people needed churches and schools in their new area.
At the time of the building of the first schools two evangelists went to
help with the work of construction. More importantly, they preached to the
people and helped them spiritually.
As they were in this area they heard of a group of people referred to
as "Bushmen." Living down near the Botswana border, the AmaSili had
been untouched by the gospel. A nomadic people, they lived off the food
found in the bush and what animals they could kill.
One day the two evangelists found a group of Bushmen near a river
about 15 miles from one of the new schools. Some were spearing fish and
some had guns. When they saw the evangelists they raised their guns
toward them. One evangelist called out to them in Kalanga, a dialect of
some of the people of the Gwaai area, that they were not policemen. He
raised his Bible and said, "We preach the gospel of Jesus Christ." They
put down their guns and gathered for a service. The Word was preached
and seven gave themselves to the Lord that day. Thus the first seed was
sown among these people.
As the work developed in the Gwaai, Christian workers moved in
permanently. In due course, they also contacted the Bushmen. It was not
always easy to find them for they kept moving around to wherever they
found food. But gradually, as the area was being settled by those moved
in from outside, the Bushmen began staying in one place for longer
periods.

More contacts were made with the Bushmen in their camping places.
Some were beginning to make huts similar to the AmaNdebele. Also, they
began to come to the mission hospital for treatment. Bit by bit they were
hearing the message of salvation.
There came the day when one of the men frequently contacted
realized the meaning of the message and confessed his sins. After this, a
number repented. Some of the men found employment at the mission and
as they heard the gospel, they grew in their new walk with Christ.
In 1966 and 1967 one young Bushman, Msindo Moyo, was able to go
to Wanezi and take the vernacular course in Bible School. Through this
experience he continued to grow in his spiritual life and when he returned
to work at the hospital he was a witness to many.
Several years ago Msindo and another Bushman who w o r k e d at the
hospital came to the doctor, asking that a certain sum be taken from their
pay each month for the work of the church. No one had spoken to them
about this but the Holy Spirit and they obeyed His leading.
When Msindo went to Bible School he had a wife and two children.
He desired church membership but, because they had been married
according to African custom and not by Christian rites, this was denied.
However, he was determined and after much time and effort was able to
take the proper steps. He and his wife were remarried by Christian
ceremony in 1972. This act was observed with much interest among his
friends. Now there was nothing to hinder his becoming a church member.
So in July of 1973 Msindo and his wife followed the Lord in baptism and
church membership. They are the first AmaSili in the area to have taken
this step.
Here is a young man who has shown his people the way. Now we
believe he will be instrumental in making disciples of his people.

He was engaged
in a search
for t r u t h the setting was
unimportant.
by John K. Stoner

R-r-ring!
"Hello."
"Hello. Are you the pastor of
Bellevue Park Brethren in Christ
Church?"
"Yes, I am."
"I read in the newspaper that
your church has house fellowship
g r o u p s m e e t i n g on S u n d a y
evenings. Is that correct?"
"Yes, it is. Could you meet with
us this evening?"
Thirty or forty minutes later I
hung up the phone. It was early on
a Sunday evening in March. The
phone call had been from a young
man, Dick Short.* It was the
beginning of an interesting adventure in discipleship.
We wonder sometimes, "Is the
Brethren in Christ idea of discipleship valid and appealing?"
Especially a discipleship which
includes n o n - r e s i s t a n c e , e c o nomic mutual aid, and sees the
church as a fellowship which transcends cultural and national
barriers.
*not his real name

The way the Lord w o r k e d in
Dick Snort's life indicates an affirmative answer. These "distinctives" of Brethren in Christ belief
express elements of the Gospel
for w h i c h p e o p l e today are
hungry.
Dick had gone through several
years of rebellion against God.
Just a few months before he made
that Sunday evening phone call,
he had opened his life to Christ
again. Now he was seeking a
Christian lifestyle that would
p r o v i d e an alternative to the
world's idea of power, success,
and fun. A church with house
fellowship groups interested him.
He h a d e x p e r i e n c e d
a
Christianity w h i c h t a u g h t t h e
cross as the way to life, but made
little of the cross as the way of life.
In his childhood, and four years at
a large Christian college, he had
seen Christians accept wholesale
the American dictum that " m i g h t
makes right." He had seen his
own protest of the Vietnam war
dismissed as misguided idealism
or opposed as leftist treachery. He
had observed the avid pursuit of
financial success a m o n g Christians. He had seen precious little
of true brotherhood in the church.
The time was right in Dick's life
for God to begin a new stage of
discipling him into the image of
Christ. It was more than chance
then that brought him into contact
in the next several weeks with
three Christian young men who
were to have a significant influence upon his life. These young
fellows were sharing a rented
apartment in a tough section of
the city. Moved into the city by a
combination of faith, adventure,
16th century Anabaptist ideas and
Jesus M o v e m e n t zeal, these

daring disciples were trying out
some of the radical teachings of
Jesus about property, power, and
people.
Dick visited them for hours,
sitting on second-hand furniture
or the board floor, sipping tea
from well-stained cups and turning the pages of
well-worn
Bibles. He was e n g a g e d in a
search for truth — the setting was
unimportant. Or, maybe it wasn't.
Here, as nowhere else, he found
people who understood Jesus as
the suffering servant rather than
as a sacred priest lighting candles
in a cathedral or a successful
American lighting his fireplace
with dollar bills.
But Dick had to move beyond
hearing ideas. Jesus had to take
over his whole life. This required
action. The issue of violence
became the testing ground. Dick
was in the Army Reserves. He was
an officer, but he was not at peace
with war. And the more he studied
Jesus, the less he was at peace
with war.
He came to me for counsel. He
knew, and I knew, that it is not an
easy thing to gain conscientious
objector status once one is in the
military. As he weighed the alternatives of riding it out until his
reserve obligation was c o m pleted, or initiating procedures for
release as a conscientious objector, he had some heavy thoughts.
There was no guarantee that his
request would be granted, but he
had decided that if it was refused
he would accept imprisonment or
exile before he would go back on
his commitment to take the way of
the cross.
We talked, and I gave him some
books to read. They were books
that cut through the centuries of

t r a d i t i o n and silt that have
overlaid the pure message and
e x a m p l e of Jesus. Dick read
them, slowly, with prayer. He cont i n u e d to t a l k w i t h C h r i s t i a n
f r i e n d s . A n d he c o n f r o n t e d
a n o t h e r choice. He had been
attending the meetings of a small
group of college students w h o
had banded together to f o r m a
disciplined church. Their standards did not accept for m e m bership persons who were under
m i l i t a r y o a t h . A n d so Dick
struggled — would it be God or
Caesar?
The day came, after more than
a year of searching, when the
decision was made. He would
declare himself in the name of
Jesus Christ conscientiously opposed to war. I wrote a letter of
support for Dick, as did others.
These were submitted, and the
waiting for a response began.
Meanwhile, Dick went to s u m m e r
camp for his reserve unit. It was a
time of testing. His buddies knew
his stand, and his character as a
Christian was on trial as never
before. For two weeks he lived in
this glass house. He r e m e m b e r s it
as a valuable experience because
it brought his witness for Christ
out in the open as never before.
Then the w o r d c a m e — the
genuineness of his CO claim was
a c k n o w l e d g e d , a n d he w a s
released from the military oath!
We praised God.
Mature disciples are not made
in a day. Dick has a ways to go —
he'll tell you that. But so d o we all.
Dick talks about the crisis of action — the m o m e n t when belief is
translated into behavior. "It was a
real turning point when I decided
to put my faith in action on the CO
thing," he says. "April 7, 1973 had

a liberating effect on my life
because that day I cast my fate
into God's hands and said, 'I'll
take His way whatever the consequences.' "
Abandonment to God is what
Dick wants to experience more of
— to t h r o w off t h e c u l t u r a l
shackles and live a faith which
revolutionizes the person's whole
life. His decision to join in our
c h u r c h ' s visitation e v a n g e l i s m
program has been a step in this
direction.
Dick r e c o m m e n d s r e a d i n g
good books. His life has been
changed by truth which has come
often through reading. The life

and writings of George Verwer of
Operation Mobilization
have
challenged him. In addition to
reading, Dick believes in seeking
Christian fellowship as a source of
s t r e n g t h for d i s c i p l e s h i p . The
Church, as a caring community,
means a lot to him. The disciplined use of leisure time for
s p i r i t u a l g r o w t h is a m u c h neglected path of discipleship.
This adventure in discipleship
began with a phone call two years
ago. It c o n t i n u e s t o d a y . G o d
changes the direction of the lives
of his children for good, making
them learners under the discipline
of Jesus. Praise the Lord!

My Good Jesus
It's fun to watch the hands of God
At work in lives around me.
It's not at all what I'd expect
And seems always to surprise me.
He rarely answers my requests
Precisely as I pray them.
He works His way, a better way,
In discipling His children.
He doesn't seem to act in haste,
Or fret about the time it takes.
He whets desire, but doesn't push.
He waits til folks are ready.
He lets them speak and try their wings,
Forgives the worst mistakes.
I look askance and wonder how
My Jesus could be guiding!
I'd rather do the job myself
And think I've served Him well.
But His design would not be mine—
My brothers are included.
He gives us all a chance to help,
And when we've all obeyed,
I see His touch, so light, so right,
The mighty hands of God.
Warren and Connie Hoffman
Labish Village, Oregon

"Do you go to Dona Aurora's church?"
by B e r t S i d e r

Ordinary people and ordinary experiences are, I suppose, what the
world is mostly made of. And just such a person is Dona Aurora. She has
a husband, five girls, and a little shack on top of a knoll. The only
extraordinary part of her plain life is her experience with her Lord.
You just need to ask her once and you'll know — she loves Him. She
knows it and I know it. What's more important, the whole neighborhood
knows it.
People often associate us with the Arroyo church; since we live near
it they often assume I'm the pastor. But once a lady asked me if I went to
DoTia Aurora's church! Her testimony is that strong in the community, in
just about a year of Christian living.
It would be an injustice to say that she goes about preaching, or even
talking about religious things, for she just isn't that type. It is more like one
lady said, "Have you noticed the difference in Dona Aurora? She has
really changed; she seems to be on fire." (I think as I listened, I noticed a
certain note of jealousy in that particular Christian.)
It's not that she has a lot of education and thus is rich intellectually.
She can't read, and turned down my offer to teach her, because she
doesn't think she has the ability. Nor does she have any real possessions
— the knoll where her family lives is another person's land. It's her
testimony, her way of life, her singing as she goes through each day, that
have made people take notice.
Oh, what an error — I said that she has no possessions. She has her
Lord, and as she said once, "What else do I really need?!"
Doffa Aurora spends the best part of the day with a basket of
vegetables perched loftily on her head, winding her way through the
streets of one suburb of Managua, crying out "yucca, platanos, tomatoes
. . . , " looking for a sale of her interesting assortment of vegetables.
How does her faith help in selling? "I just give them what they pay for,
and they always buy them from me then." It might also be her cheerful
way, or her singing spirit, or her happiness that makes others buy f r o m
her.
Yes, ordinary people — the world is full of them. Oh, that there were
more with that extraordinary testimony which Christ gives each of us in
response to our search for fulness in Him. Oh, that there were a few more
testifying with their lives as Dona Aurora is.

They were ninety and three
by H. Frank Kipe

Our hearts sank. Word had just arrived that Mr. A m m o n Mweetwa
had received a promotion in the Ministry of Education. Should hearts sink
when a church leader is promoted? No, not normally. But in this case it
meant that Mr. Mweetwa would be transferred from Macha to Luanshya,
in the Copperbelt, 400 miles away. But he is our Manager of Schools, he is
on Church Executive Board, he is assistant pastor of the Macha church,
he is a spark of inspiration in the singing of the Macha people . . . four
hundred miles away?!?
Mr. Mweetwa left in due course of time. I assured him of our
continued prayers, wished him God's blessings and success in his new
government assignment. I suggested that he look up Brethren in Christ
members in the Luanshya area and to seek to f o r m a Brethren in Christ
church.

The older women's group had
been studying the book of Mark.
The point of discussion was concerning the difficulties
encountered in living the Christian life. There are so many
demands for a true discipleship: leaving all, possible
hatred by one-time friends and family, standing alone.
The question was put to them, "If it is so hard to be a
Christian, why should we even bother trying?" Silence
followed, and then one pleasantly plump Zambain mother,
w i t h a s o f t s m i l e g r a c i n g her e x p e r i e n c e d f a c e ,
volunteered, "There is eternal life."
Within the context of local culture where possibilities of
the distant future are not the concern of NOW, this was a
beautiful grasp of truth.
Miriam Stern
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On December 20, 1973, Mr. Mweetwa wrote the following letter:
Dear Bishop Kipe;
I send you my greetings and my thanks for keeping me well
informed of the church business. I do receive your newsletter
and the number you send me is just enough for the time being.
The application for registering our B.I.C. church in Luanshya
has not been replied. However, I managed to see the Registrar
of Societies here in Luanshya on 11th December. I was told to
wait patiently because the offices during November and part of
December were busy with primary and general
elections.
Many people who read my circular letter and those who have
shown much interest were written or enrolled, therefore, I am
sending a list of those who are willing to work together with me.
The list of these interested people is just for your information. I
know when the church will actually start it is likely that the
number of people may increase or decrease.
May God bless all you leaders of our church and now I wish
you good Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Yours sincerely,
Ammon S. Mweetwa
On February 15, 1974 Mr. Mweetwa sent the following message to his
list of Brethren in Christ members:
Dear Friends:
I wish to inform you that our application for the
establishment
of the Brethren
in Christ Church on the Copperbelt
was
submitted to the Registrar of Societies in December 1973 and a
fee of K2.00 was paid. When Registration Certificate is received
you will all be informed
accordingly.
We praise God for men of vision. Through this, several new
fellowships of believers are being formed in the industrial areas of
Zambia.

The chain reaction began
with tragedy.

A twenty-four-hour illness took the young child from the parents who
had waited ten years for him. The parents were grief-stricken. They were
an exceptionally clean-living, hard-working, middle-class young couple,
though unsaved. After an additional crisis which followed shortly, they
began to attend church. A few months later, in a Sunday morning service,
they walked together to the altar where their troubled hearts found
forgiveness and peace. Immediately they began to witness to neighbors,
to relatives and friends far and near, to fellow employees.

A sister and her husband who had been present at that funeral were
impressed. About a year later they began to attend church. After a few
Sundays they asked the pastor for a private consultation following the
morning service. Tearfully the sister inquired about the way of salvation
and both were saved, with baptism and church m e m b e r s h i p soon
following, together with concern for their children's salvation. The teenage
son was in high school, dabbling in beer and drugs. The pastor tried to
visit with him when in the home but he seemed to remain behind a wall.
Then during his senior year he quit school, married, and found employment. Problems developed. By now the pastor was able to communicate
and the marriage was saved. They moved to a distant state for a while.
One day the son appeared at the Phoneton parsonage to the surprise
of the pastor who did not know he had returned. He wanted to be saved
and baptized. His experience was gloriously real and he asked other
Christians to pray for his wife. These prayers were answered a few months
later as the pastor led her to Christ during a visit in their home.
The young husband had been instantly delivered from past sinful
practices, but was wondering just how to tell his former buddies of the
change. One day the phone rang. He answered, listened, then his end of
the conversation was, "No, I don't do those things anymore. No, I've
changed my life. Given it to the Lord. Yes, c o m e on over. I'll tell you about
it." He hung up and said, "I did it. Didn't know if I could." A neighbor
woman came over, was out of cigarettes and had to have one. Would he
give her some? He told her he had thrown his away, that cigarettes were
bad for her and if she would give her life to Christ He could deliver her.

by Helen Dohner

From the time he was saved, he used all his free time studying God's
Word, went witnessing from door to door, and became active in other
avenues of service for the Lord Who loved him so much.

An older man, a neighbor and friend of the young couple who had
lost their son unexpectedly, was a farmer on his own lovely estate as well
as an employee in a Dayton shop. His wife had died before the Phoneton
church was built and was not saved even though he lived up to a high
ethical standard. Even before the death of the child, the new Phoneton
pastor had visited him, discovering the man had a farming problem: six
days a week of work in the shop . . . corn planting time . . . no available
help . . . tension! He asked the pastor, "Can you carry fertilizer bags?"
"Surely can."
"Be here tomorrow morning."
"What time?"
"Six o'clock." Those two days of planting corn were also days of
another variety of planting. (This man testified on our tenth anniversary
that the long-ago corn planting was the beginning of his love for the
pastor.)
The man was later remarried, this time to a Christian lady (a
schoolteacher of the young man mentioned in the first paragraph when
both lived in another state). She wanted to attend church. Church people
continued to pray, and finally he began to attend with his wife.
The extended illness and hospitalization of one of his daughters
finally brought him to Christ. By mid-December 1973 his burden became
so heavy that he was praying for her as he went to town one day. A voice
assured him that his daughter would be all right. Amazed, amidst tears,
wondering if he had really heard aright, he asked, "But God, what about
me? Will you take me?" The same voice again gave answer, "I'll take you."
His burden rolled off. He had never known he could feel so w a r m and
clean and good inside. But would it last? He decided to tell no one until he
was sure. But he immediately came down with Hong Kong flu for weeks,
so the pastor went to visit and help with chores. " C o m e to the bedroom. I
want to tell you something." Now with joyful sobs shaking the whole bed,
the story came out. He sent for others to c o m e visit so he could share the
good news. And his joy continues.
Thus the chain-reaction witness continues to reach out. We believe
the work is far from completion.
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Discipling
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It has been said that "Japan is the graveyard of missionaries." With
Protestant missions working in Japan for 115 years, one would think that
surely more than 1% of the population would become Christian. But such
is not the case, and therefore perhaps it may be well to consider the
question: why is it so difficult to make disciples in Japan?
Concerning the Old Generation
All Japanese, and especially the older ones, set a high value on
wealth and judge their happiness and the true success of their lives by
how much wealth they have. For example, to become happy means that
they can have their own houses, nice furniture, modern equipment, cars,
perhaps a second house, etc., and can become members of a golf country
club and perhaps even travel abroad.
Another symbol of their happiness is to send their children to fine
schools so they can be proud of it. The parents think it is their
responsibility to have their children live happy lives and that is why they
give the children very hard training. As a result, both the parents and the
children are extremely busy all the time.
To accomplish all that is required involves intensive competition.
Therefore they do not have time, nor do they try to have time, to think
about religion because it does not seem to help in such severe competition. Hence, they have become indifferent to religion.
Not only is the "view of values" (mentioned above) important to us
Japanese, but also the "vertical society" is used as the center of our
society and living in general. This undoubtedly comes from the influence
of Buddhism and Confucianism thinking.
For example, "family living" is very important in our country. Often in
old Japan, one would find two or three generations living together under
one roof, controlled by the head of the family. They slept, ate, bathed,
worked and worshipped together. All living was based on the idea of
ancestor worship.

; in Modern Japan
by M. Tange
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Though this idea has changed very much, it is still alive in modern
Japan. We can tell this from the fact that the relatives are considered to be
the most important guests at their important occasions, like weddings and
funerals. At the weddings, the order of honor or priority goes f r o m the
relatives of the head of the family of the bridegroom, followed by the ones
of the head of the family of the bride. The bride's family is considered less
important and their friends are still less important. At the w e d d i n g
ceremony, the guests are only the relatives of the bridegroom and the
bride, and hardly any friends attend it, though they can be invited to the
reception.
in Japan, those who are not relatives are called tannin which means
"outsiders" or "others." Even though there may not be any physical
persecution now, Christianity is not easily accepted in such a closed
society of family living, though not everyone in this society is a Buddhist. A
Christian somehow has a different existence f r o m them.
A company more or less has its own character as a closed society.
Economic affairs are valued highly and again, a Christian has a special
existence, making Christianity hard to understand. I imagine it is also hard
for Buddhism to be accepted in such places also, but since it has a longer
history in Japan arrd is more widespread (its temples and priests are seen
more often), it is more acceptable in the company than Christianity. Also,
each worker has in his background of family life elements of Buddhism
and ancestor worship. Their funerals and the visiting of graves at Higan
(equinox) and on memorial days are done in the Buddhist way.
As one can see from the two examples I have cited above, this whole
society is consisted of the one family unit uniting with a company unit. This
joining together in a real way is also considered a big family tie. Family +
company = society. But where is the church? Thus, one can see that
Christianity does not have a long history in Japan and since it is not on the
"inside of Japanese thinking and living," the message of Christianity is
hard to accept by most Japanese.
(continued)

Concerning the Young Generation
Spiritlessness and indifference characterize today's youth in Japan.
They do not value the social standing so much as their parents do, and as
most of them have had no experience with poverty, they do not strive to
accomplish anything with much effort. They have also become indifferent
to religion.
Therefore, to most Japanese youth, what we may call "religion" is not
now fashionable and to many, their first impression is that it does not look
"cool." Furthermore, just like school, the church does not appear
interesting but rather appears to be boring, formal and too serious.
However, in the churches of today, more young people are now in
attendance than older ones, which tells me that Christianity does not
seem to be as hard to accept by the youth of Japan as it is for their
parents, largely because they are breaking away from the old family
concept and have started making nucleus families.
Concerning the General Public
I think we can safely say that the knowledge of Christianity in Japan is
still extremely poor. For example, even some intelligent people of high
position think that the Old Testament is for the Catholics and the New

" . . . I could not find it in my
In November 1971, just discharged from the Army, I came to San
Francisco seeking meaning in life by looking for pleasure. Though I had
been raised a Methodist, I had completely forgotten about God and now
had determined to forget about church altogether.
After I had been in the city for several months and my money was just
about gone, I started to seriously look for employment. Unknown to me,
the first agency I visited had been revolutionized — the director had
accepted the Lord just a short time before.
After he got to know me a little better, the agency director was led by
the Lord to give me his testimony and to invite me to a series of revival
meetings then being held at the Life Line Chapel. Although I had
completely abandoned Jesus Christ, He had not abandoned me! Surprised by Tom's testimony, yet somehow attracted, I went along to the
meeting.
That was Wednesday, February the 23rd. I went every night, and by
Sunday night was so heavily convicted of my need of Christ that I wanted
to be saved. But I could not find it in my heart to believe—my rejection of
the truth had been so strong. Yet, at the altar call I prayed, "God, if You're
real, make me believe!" He did. During the altar call someone stepped
over to me and invited me to bow at the altar with him. I didn't even think
myself a sinner, but a verse came to me: "For all have sinned, and come

Testament is for the Protestants. They further think that Christianity is
such a specialized religion that they guard themselves against it as they
do against any other new religion which may knock at their door. They
take precautions against it just as they do when a salesman canvasses
them for life insurance.
Or, when they see people in the church giving their offerings, they
come to the conclusion, "The church does nothing but make money after
all."
As is the tendency with thinkers, they point out the sins and wrongs
committed by so-called Christians and Christians are all talk and no
deeds. They say that the Buddhist countries have fought far less wars than
the "Christian" countries have done. (They are forgetting all about what
•Japan has done.) They even criticize the President of America for going to
church on Sunday for worship and on Monday c o m m a n d i n g bombing.
Finally, may I summarize by saying that it is not yet known that
Christianity alone can save Japan which has become so proud, so
prosperous economically, but which has gone to decay spiritually. Most
Japanese have very little knowledge of Christ's love, the message of the
Bible, the meaning of the Cross, and thus do not even realize that Japan is
treading her downward path, because they do not know what Christianity
is all about.

heart to believe

.

.
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by Rich Hart

short of the glory of God." I didn't know where it was found, but I believed
it and asked the Lord Jesus into my life — forever. That same night I
promised the Lord that, come what may, I would faithfully read His Word
and talk with Him every day, and He has used my small faithfulness to
teach me the truths of His Word. Truly, any spiritual progress I have made
is due to His guiding me through prayer and Bible study.
After growth through Bible study ana prayer and much help f r o m
spiritual brethren, the opportunity came for me to teach in the Sunday
school and later to be the superintendent. Singing has always been a
great part of my life, and it has been my joy to direct the congregational
singing and sing in special groups most of the time since worshipping
here. I was led by the Lord to join the Brethren in Christ fellowship here in
the city and have moved to the Life Line Mission on Folsom Street, where I
am able to help in the services.
Immediately following my conversion Pastor Hill r e c o m m e n d e d me
to the Wells Fargo Bank, where he does the church banking, and that
same day they hired me.
As I have continued in His service, I have f o u n d many difficult spots,
but His empowering Holy Spirit has sustained me. I d o praise Him for His
continuing strength and power day by day.

TIMOTHY-ing . . . not always easy.
by Eleanor Poe

(The following conversation took place when Bina Pierce and Eleanor
Poe, known as Bina Keith, met one day on the path.)
Bina
Bina
Bina
Bina

Pierce:
Keith:
Pierce:
Keith:

Bina Pierce:
Bina Keith:
Bina Pierce:
Bina Keith:

Bina Pierce:
Bina Keith:

Bina Pierce:
Bina Keith:

Bina Pierce:
Bina Keith:

Bina Pierce:
Bina Keith:
Bina Pierce:

Will
you
speak
in
women's
meeting
Saturday?
I just spoke in the first meeting of this month.
That is all right.
I've been speaking in every other meeting. What about some
other women?
Yes, but who would you ask? I've asked some and they
always say,"I don't know well how to do it."
What can we do about this?
What do you think? You are the leader?
Oh no. When Bina Flo left Sikalongo last year, the church
elected you to be the women's leader. I was so happy. This
is the way it should be and you are doing so well.
But when I heard that, I said, "No, Bina Keith is the pastor's
wife and must be the leader."
Bina Pierce, you are a Tonga. I am not. You know your
people — what they like, how they think, what they need —
so much better than I do. I am only learning. You can speak
to them about their problems so much better than I can.
You are the pastor's wife. You should do it.
You know, we were at Macha where I was also the pastor's
wife and people said I should lead the women's group. They
came to my house every Wednesday. Sometimes there were
many, sometimes few. In school holiday, only one or two
would come. They did not seem to be very interested.
Here
at Sikalongo and Mboole, there are always at least 15 and
usually more at each meeting, and some walk five miles to
come. Often at a meeting, one or two women say, "Come
to my house the next time for meeting." What makes the
difference?
I don't know. We just like to get together to talk and pray
for each other.
Maybe it is the leader. When we first came, Bina Flo was
the leader and the group was strong and it still is. I love
to come to the meetings and just sit and listen.
(with a pained look on her face) But basa, (friend) we must
work together. I do not know much about the Bible. You
must help me.
Well, I don't think I know much about the Bible either.
But you have been to school and have studied. I have not.
I can look for a story of a woman in the Bible — like Hannah

or Esther or Ruth — but we have used them many times.
I would like to talk about Jesus but it is hard.
Bina Keith:
What if we started to study a book like the Gospel of John?
It tells a lot about Jesus — who He is, what He did. If we learn
more about Jesus, then we can talk about Him better. What
do you think?
Bina Pierce: I like that. We will ask the w o m e n in the next meeting if
they want to do this.
In the next meeting, the women enthusiastically agreed, "Yes, we
want to talk about Jesus, but we need to learn to know Him better first."
Now we are studying the Gospel of John. Women who never led before
are daring to lead discussions with the help of a few suggestions they
study before the meeting.
It is not easy to open a meeting in Tonga when your first language
is English and it is not easy to lead a Bible discussion when it is a firsttime experience, but as a women's group, many of us are finding new c o n fidence in ourselves and more knowledge about Jesus Christ as
we work together in the things we find to be a little bit difficult.

"Chosen to promote the work
of the women in the church''
by Neddie Dlodlo

She is Naka (mother of) Jane Ndebele. She plows her fields, plants
the mealies and harvests them, stamps the grain and prepares the food,
and does the many other household duties of a mother.
Yet she has time to do the work of the church. Naka Jane is one of
five leaders chosen in the Gwaai District to p r o m o t e the work of the
women in the church. Travelling on foot from church to church in deep hot
sand, she helps the women to start prayer groups in their churches. At
each place she had trained a leader to carry on the work in her own home
community. Naka Jane now moves about f r o m place to place encouraging the women and strengthening the potentially weak groups.

"Life, talents and possessions
have been given over to Jesus Christ"
"My husband was the first in my family to become a Christian.
Then three weeks later, my life was changed by the power of
Jesus Christ. Each of my five children now know the Lord as
their Savior. My 62-year-old mother has now discovered the
Lord Jesus. My father and two brothers, with their families, are
worshipping in the Massey Place Church, and I believe will
soon discover this new life in Christ."
Mrs. Anderson began the story with her own conversion in November
of 1973. Separated from her family, she had turned to alcohol. In utter
desperation, she thought maybe God could help her confused life. One
Sunday morning she came to church for the first time in 23 years, and two
days later she gloriously found the Lord as her Savior in her home.
Their home has been reunited and four of the Andersons have
followed the Lord in believer's baptism. They share daily in a family
worship setting. They have been regularly studying the W o r d of God with
a "spiritual parent" in their home, which has been the key to their spiritual
growth. They share their faith in Jesus Christ with others, and on a recent
Sunday three other families were worshipping as a result of their witness.
Recently, Mrs. Anderson expressed the
had been speaking to her regarding her time
Lord. The very same day the Holy Spirit had
assist in the Sunday school program. She is
church fellowship.

concern that the Holy Spirit
and gifts being used for the
impressed us to ask her to
now actively involved in the

Their life, talents, and possessions have been given over to Jesus
Christ. Their hearts beat with a love for the Church and their Savior.
Certainly it was a thrill to see this family meet the Lord but the
excitement and praise has been multiplied numerously in their becoming
disciples of the Lord Jesus. The verse, " C o m e unto Me and I will make you
fishers of men," best summarizes the discipleship that has taken place in
their lives.
They have been a dynamic testimony and challenge to our congregation.

by Douglas Sider
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"We'll pray about it, and whatever
the Lord tells us to do, we'll do that."
It is marvelous how God delivered John and Elsie Atencio f r o m
drinking, which has enslaved so many Navajos, including some of their
close relatives. Becoming believers and identifying with the small group of
Christians at Chaco surely was a courageous step since several other
close relatives were involved in an Indian-oriented cult in the community.
For John and Elsie, becoming Christians and disciples of the Lord
surely involved the implications of Matthew 16:24. When approached
about water baptism John's reply was, "We'll pray about it, and whatever
the Lord tells us to do, we'll do that." What a thrilling reply that was! It
revealed their faith in the power of prayer, their dependence upon God's
guidance, and their being weaned from overdependence upon the
missionaries. (Their decision concerning baptism? I'll let you guess the
outcome.)
Many were the delightful visits in their neat, humble hogan when we
conducted Navajo reading classes. The task of teaching them to read
their own language was painstaking but most rewarding. All progress was
put to good use in their two favorite books written in Navajo, the God
Bizaad (God's Word) and the Navajo Gospel Hymnal. When volunteers
were sought to lead singing or have devotions in the Sunday worship
services, they gladly participated. This meant growth in discipleship, even
if the reading left room for improved fluency. They were giving
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themselves. (Incidentally, Navajos don't say concerning their salvation, "I
gave my heart to the Lord," but rather, "I gave myself to the Lord.")
Nurturing these and other young Christians took on various forms.
There were those weekday visits in the home, the Sunday messages by
the Navajo pastor, and the adult Bible Schools. Above all, the Holy Spirit
began to burden them to share their Savior with unsaved relatives and
friends. They helped with visitation and also went out on their own
initiative. There is evidence today that God has been honoring their
witness.
John and Elsie are also the parents of several lovely children. They
are concerned about their spiritual welfare too. It was evident when in a
recent visit in their home the little three- and five-year-old girls recited in
Navajo Philippians 4:13. This was one of the first Bible verses memorized
by the parents a few years ago when learning to read. Discipleship at
home — this is where it must begin.

"His reply was 'I
It was a pleasant surprise to have Cecil c o m e with his family to the
Evangelistic Tent Crusade in the summer of 1969. Prior to that time he
hardly ever attended any Gospel meetings. In the following months he
started attending the Sunday services, and the following s u m m e r he c a m e
to the Lord and was saved. He was able to read English very well, and it
soon became evident that he was reading his Bible regularly at home. His
testimonies contained depth of meaning even though most of it was given
in Navajo and we missionaries couldn't understand it all.
At this same time we felt pressed of the Lord to encourage more
Navajo involvement in the church. We began this by having meetings
where the Navajo Christians shared their concerns and ideas on together
helping each other spiritually and witnessing more effectively to the needy
world around us. Cecil shared his ideas and soon discovered this as an
opportunity to serve his Lord W h o m he had just recently c o m e to know.
The group became aware of the need for greater involvement on their part
and soon church offerings began to increase, a midweek prayer meeting
was started, and concern for the unsaved increased. They also started
helping to support their Navajo pastor.
The time came for tne annual summer Bible School. Cecil was not
able to be there for the morning Bible classes because of his job. But
when there were evening services he was there with his family. It seemed

by John
Ludwig
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The Cecil Werito family

try' with a smile"
appropriate to ask him to bring the message one of the evenings. When I
asked him, his reply was "I'll try" with a smile.
When this evening arrived there was a fine group of community folk
present. After a few games of volleyball we gathered under the brush
arbor and held a simple Navajo service with lots of Navajo singing
followed by Cecil's message. It was so good to see this dear brother share
his understanding of the Word with his own people. In the group that
evening was one of Cecil's cousins. (By Navajo standards they would be
brothers.) This man lived a very sinful life and hardly ever was seen in a
Gospel service. But he stayed for the entire evening and listened as the
message was given. During his introduction Cecil held up his English
Bible and said, "This is my baby bottle" — so typical of the simple but
beautiful way the Navajo illustrates a point. Since that time he has been
active on the Navajo Church Board and has occasionally preached in the
Sunday worship services.
His abilities and uprightness of character are reflected in the fact that
he holds a responsible position with the National Park Service in the
Chaco Canyon National Monument. Here for several months out of the
year he supervises several seasonal Navajo employees. This gives him
contacts with Navajo men of his community which he would not have
otherwise.

Discipling
at the
Mission
Clinic
by Loraine Buckwalter
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Jim Sibanda, deacon of the Wanezi Church, is a discipler of
Christians. He helps with the organized prayer times at the clinic and
counsels patients personally. One woman who came to know the Lord
Jesus at the clinic, and who was later contacted by Sibanda, gave the
following testimony:
"I thank Jesus Christ who saw me in my sins and He forgave
me of all my sins. Though I am not well in body, I know that He
will heal me. I desire to know the Lord more than I desire to be
physically well. I am asking the church to pray for me so that I
have power to follow the Lord my Savior." (Ethelia Ndlovu)
Sibanda gave this further testimony of the clinic:
"Wanezi Clinic is like the pool at Bethesda where many sick
were lain. Many were healed but there was one who did not
have anyone to put him into the water when it was stirred. Jesus
came to him and said, 'Do you want to be healed?' The sick
man started to mention all of his troubles and all that he
wanted. Jesus told him to pick up his bed and walk. He was
healed and picked up his bed and walked.
"I am testifying for this mother who was here with us at the
clinic. Jesus healed her body and He greatly healed her soul.
Many come here who are sick and dying. They become well in
body but they are not healed in spirit. But this mother saw
Jesus by her spirit. She heard Him and followed Him. The
leaders, preachers and all of us have the responsibility to bring
in the lost sheep and the sick. Jesus says, 'The Son of man is
come to seek and to save that which was lost.' (Luke 19:10) I
thank the people at the clinic, the Europeans and the Africans,
who preach the Gospel and the k i n g d o m of God by their work.
Let us pray for them and Ma Ndlovu."

Let's Go to Church
Nishiichi Christian Church
Music: Keiko Uruma
Words: Ikuko Kagiyama
Say, let's all go to church together
Let's sing the hymns and gospel songs
Let's study the Bible, we'll become strong
Jesus is our Savior
Jesus will give us strength
Our church is small, but each one of us
believes in Jesus.
Say, let's all go to church together
Join in the singing of hymns and songs—
You'll soon learn them
Just try studying God's Word,
And you wiil be filled with God's love.
We are poor and weak; let's agree
together not to become self-rig,iteous.
Translated by Marlin Zook

"Her witness is a giowing testimony
of God's work"

by A n n G i n d e r

As missionary ladies living in Bulawayo, s o m e of us have had the
o p p o r t u n i t y to participate in Bible study g r o u p s with E u r o p e a n Christian
ladies of various denominations. I'd like to tell you about the g r o w t h of o n e
of these — a f o r m e r neighbor of mine.
W h e n I first learned to know her five years ago, she was very
disillusioned about her o w n d e n o m i n a t i o n because she wasn't getting
spiritual food there. A Jehovah Witness was visiting her, trying to
indoctrinate her. Because of this, and the hunger on the part of other
ladies, we started a Bible study g r o u p .
These ladies have g r o w n in n u m b e r and in maturity of study.
Discussions often center a r o u n d the Holy Spirit a n d His gifts. My n e i g h b o r
now is one of the main leaders.
I have seen her e x p e r i e n c e the infilling of the Holy Spirit in a very
definite and unique way. Her witness is a glowing testimony of G o d ' s w o r k
in her life. She testified to the Lord healing her b o d y a n d of having a
special prayer language with which so many Christians these days are
being blessed. Nearly every week she is e x p e r i e n c i n g s o m e new insight
f r o m the Lord.
This has been a challenge to us and an e n c o u r a g e m e n t w h e n g r o w t h
in so many other areas is s o m e t i m e s so slow.
How much have you grown in the past five years? ? ?
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When Mohun Marandi
became
a Christian, no one
recognized
him as a man who would become
a soul winner for Jesus Christ. We
have watched the Church grow,
from the time that he and his wife
were the only Christians until a
recent Sunday when
communion
was served to 42 participants
in
their packed-out
church.
Mohun
tells the story of the growth of the
church like this:

S

"Our crops an*
stolen but we wc
i
by Mohun I J
as told ti

My name is Mohun Marandi
and I am from the Santal village of
Gidrahi. My wife and I were ardent
searchers after peace, searching
in idol and spirit worship for the
m e a n i n g to life. Our s e a r c h
became more urgent after our
first four children died one by one
and our fifth child was ill. We had
heard of M a d h i p u r a Christian
Hospital so took our child there
for treatment. Pastor Rai talked
with us about Jesus Christ and
during one of the worship services
o u r c h i l d w a s h e a l e d . He
suggested that we could learn
more of the gospel at the Santal
Christian center at Banmankhi.
As we came to Banmankhi and
also attended worship services in
a nearby village, we realized that
Jesus Christ is the only way to
peace and happiness. So in 1969
both of us were baptized in the
river near our village.

help in s a c r i f i c i n g goats a n d
chickens to the spirits, but when
my daughter was sick we prayed
to Jesus and he healed her. Only
through the sacrifice of Jesus can
one be free f r o m fear and sin. So
Joel and his wife believed and
w e r e baptized. T h r o u g h their
witness, his wife's parents and
sister became Christians.

Now our neighbors began to
w a t c h us. They k n e w how
troubled we had been for so many
years. They noticed that now we
were full of peace and were no
longer plagued by evil spirits. One
by one, they came to us for help.

When the villagers saw that this
new religion was spreading, they
b e c a m e a f r a i d and b e g a n to
p e r s e c u t e us. Our c r o p s and
animals were stolen, but we would
not give up our new way of life.
Ram, who was seeking the Lord,
was almost beaten to death, and
subsequently
renounced
C h r i s t i a n i t y . W h e n he d i e d
suddenly a year later having suffered no apparent illness, the entire village was shaken.

The first to come was Joel Murmu. I told him how I had found no

At this time, Jaipaul Marandi
was the chief witch doctor of the

id animals were
ould not give up.

>>

i/rarandi,
I to Erma Sider

village. When his five-year-old
child became ill, he used all the
incantations and potions he knew,
but he could not heal her. As I was
returning from church one Sunday, Jaipaul met me on the road,
seeking help in this emergency.
We talked about how he as witch
doctor takes the sins of others on
himself, but he has no one to bear
his sins. "According to the Word
of God in Galatians 5," I said, "this
witchcraft is wrong. You must give
it up if you want to know God and
become a Christian." He came
often to my house to learn of the
Christian way and pray. Soon
both he and his wife were saved.
The village priest was Barku
M u r m u . He o f f e r e d the daily
s a c r i f i c e s of f l o w e r s a n d / o r
a n i m a l s for the entire village.
Because of his position of authority in the area, he was our chief
p e r s e c u t o r a n d h a d led t h e

persecution against Ram. Ram's
ominous death was a sign to him
that there was a greater power in
this new r e l i g i o n . W h e n he
became ill with a horrible sore in
his mouth, God began to speak to
him and his wife. She came to me
for help, saying that if God made
her h u s b a n d w e l l , he h a d
promised to give land to build a
church in the village. My wife and I
went over to pray for Barku, but
when we got there we found the
witch doctor present.
"Get rid of these men," I said,
"if you expect Jesus to help you."
Barku then told me that before my
arrival he had a dream in which he
saw Jesus and I walking along
together. Jesus told him that he
should have faith in the treatment
I w o u l d suggest for his s o r e
mouth. So he followed my instructions and right away his sore
cleared up. Then this man who
was chief priest of our village and
who had opposed us so strongly
began to pray and attend church.
He and his entire family were
baptized.
Our witness has spread to three
other nearby villages from which
T3 have been baptized. Jaipaul,
the former witch doctor, was even
able to witness to the wife of his
witch doctor guru (teacher) and
she, with her three children, are
now Christians.

The group
of
witnessing
Christians
at Gidrahi
has outgrown the thatch building
they
erected on the land Barku gave. A
fine brick church is now under
construction
beside the original
one, a witness to the power of God
at work with His people.

by Gayle Bowman
As I sat contemplating the theme for this
Yearbook, I felt a pang of disappointment. Where
were the disciples among the hundreds of students
who have been at Montreal Lake Children's Home?

Then I began to remember. . .
. . . small incidents which cause us to believe that sowing the seed
and training a child in the way he should go will bear fruit in their lives.
I would like to share three of the incidents which God has used in my
own life to encourage me and fill me with a renewed vision of why we
serve Him here.
Last fall I received a letter from a girl who had lived at the Home for
several years. It has been five years since she was with us and in those
intervening years, she has become an unwed mother. Her little daughter
is about two years old. She wrote me of her loneliness and difficulty in
living for the Lord. However, she expressed a strong desire to raise her
daughter in a Christian atmosphere and asked that I would pray for her. In
January the Lord led this young woman to attend an Indian Bible School
in Alberta. "So also is my Word, I send it out and it always produces fruit. It
shall accomplish all I want it to, and prosper everywhere I send it." (Isaiah
55:11, Living Bible)

The second incident is also from a letter, written by an Indian
neighbor woman who moved to the city because of her health. She writes:
I received your most welcomed letter while I was in the
hospital. I was in the psychiatric
part of the Victoria Union
Hospital. I drank too much and I wandered away from the Lord.
Everything was mixed up. I couldn't even listen to a baby
crying. I'm slowly getting well but still I'm shaky.
I think now that God has a purpose in bringing me to a
strange city. I feel like I have to learn something here before He
takes me home again. I nearly went wrong but I've learned a
bitter lesson. I still hope for power and a new house in Timber
Bay where I can find happiness and find myself. . .
Your sister in Christ,
Mrs. M. R.
The third incident still challenges me even though it occurred almost
a year and a half ago. A very dear Christian grandmother stopped in for a

short visit on her way home, 75 miles away. We were talking about the
difficulty our children have of living a victorious life when they return to
their homes on the reserves. She looked at me and said, " M a k e them
disciples of Jesus and they will be able to stand for Him." Make them
disciples — we fail when we only introduce Jesus Christ as Savior and do
not go on to teach and encourage them to make Him Lord of their lives.

"So we both
prayed together. .
by Evelyn Bird

I first came to live at Montreal Lake Children's Home to go to school. I
was 8 years old that time when I came here, and now am 14 years old. I
was really saved when I was 11 years old on November 5, 1971. We were
having devotions one night and one of the staff was telling us how Jesus
died on the cross for all of us and if He didn't, we would have died for
ourselves. I was quite sad for what the people did to Him and that made
me want to ask Him into my heart to thank Him for doing a wonderful thing
for all of us. Before, I used to think there wasn't a God that loved us so
much, but for sure now I do. In the summer time I would go to Bible c a m p s
when I wasn't home. There I got to know the Lord Jesus more better.
Many times I tried to witness to other people to know the Lord Jesus
and I pray about it. Violet came to live at the Children's Home this year.
One time Violet came to me and said she wanted to pray with me because
she saw me praying and reading my Bible. So we both prayed together
and she started asking questions about God. She knew God but she didn't
know how to ask Jesus into her heart. So every night till she started
knowing the Lord better we would go up to her room and read a devotion
book and read the Bible taking turns. We did that until she knew Him
better and she went on her own serving the Lord all the time and try to tell
others about Him and pray about it.

First, Second and Third John
by LeRoy Walters

They came to us within the course of a relatively short period of time.
In fact, it was rather confusing at times, for the surname of all three of
them was "John." In speaking of them or in calling upon them in Bible
study, we called them First John, Second John and Third John. This
designation was for identification only and had nothing to do with age,
preference or appreciation but rather the order in which the Lord sent
them to us.
Their backgrounds were as diversified as any might be. The circumstances which brought them to a saving knowledge of Christ were
equally different. Two of them had had scuffles with the law. All three of
them would like to keep the books of their past closed, by the grace of
God!
The three Johns (there are at least four more in our congregation)
have a lot in c o m m o n . They demonstrate a "oneness in Christ" that is
unique and refreshing. They are all deeply interested in evangelism —
every-day evangelism, visitation evangelism, jail evangelism, any kind of
evangelism. They all have an intense desire to study the W o r d of God. In
fact, they all began to take the Home Study Course offered by our
Ministerial Credentials Board at about the same time. They all are active
in witnessing in their daily contacts at work, and they all three are active in
the program and witness of our local church, in teaching Sunday school
class, singing in the choir, visitation evangelism or youth work.

"Third John"
confers with
the pastor
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Space will not permit the inclusion of all three testimonies, as thrilling
as that would be. The following comes f r o m a testimony given by Third
John, the youngest of the three:
As an upper teenager, I was looking for answers in many places and in
many different ways. I searched for answers in books and
magazines,
through much reading. Perhaps a motorcycle or a shiny car would satisfy.
I thought a pretty girl and the baby she was to bear me would bring
satisfaction to my searching heart. I even tried drugs to "expand" my mind
and make me wise.
One by one, the Lord took all of these things from me. I lost my cycle. I
wrecked my Buick. My pretty little girl was taken and I lost my baby.
Finally, after I lost everything, I landed in jail with several charges against
me. Although
I didn't realize it, many people were praying for me,
including the folks at Skyline View Church.
After my release from jail on bail, I again resumed my search
wisdom, knowledge,
truth and love. I did not find what I wanted
marches or demonstrations.
There was no real love there. I was afraid
go to church for fear it would "blow my mind." I went and it did blow
mind and heart.

for
in
to
my

While attending an evangelistic service, I found myself standing near
the front of the church but powerless to move. At the special invitation of
the evangelist, the Lord gave me courage to kneel and pray. There at the
altar I wept over my past and confessed my sins. Jesus moved in to fill the
big emptiness of my life. I am now in a new "revolution."
(continued)

Instead of trying to change the world from the outside in, Jesus
changed me from the inside out. Praise the Lord! Just as a tree loses its
old leaves in the springtime when the sap begins to flow, new life in Christ
made me experience that "old things are passing away, all things are
becoming new." At last I had found the Truth!
Because of the testimony concerning the radical change in my life, a
miracle from God took place for the judge gave me a one-year
suspended
sentence instead of a year or more in jail. I now go to jail to share Jesus
with other unfortunates, for how can we say we love Jesus if we do not try
to win others to Him?
All of the reading and searching and trying did not teach me as much
as I learned in a few weeks with Jesus, taught by the Holy Spirit. I became
much wiser as I began to study the Word of God. All this happened
before
I even got through the Gospel of Matthew. Since I am saved, God is
putting His whole beautiful creation right in front of me.
The Lord has given me a deep hunger for His Word. He has given me
good work and many opportunities
to witness for Him. He has helped me
to make restitution even to the folks who put me in jail. I have been
baptized and am a member of the Skyline View Church. He has given me
open doors to witness in jail, at work, and in visitation evangelism and as I
teach a Sunday school class. I want Jesus to be glorified in my life.
The Sunday John first gave his testimony he came into the chancel
wearing a nice pair of denim bib overalls plastered here and there with
"Jesus Only" and "One Way" patches. His hair was rather bushy and long,
but his face beamed. For some months his transportation was a long,
black hearse which he purchased for $5. You should have seen the
expressions of people who came to Sunday school when they saw the
hearse parked in the center of the parking lot! Said John one Sunday as
he was pulling away from the church, "It really isn't bad when you're ready
to go."

'The name of
the game is
'to cope'."
by Laura Pioquinto
I've lived in New York City almost all my life. My family came here f r o m
Puerto Rico when I was three. My father died when I was 13. I've been
married for 15 years and we have four children. For the past five years I've
been working for City Welfare and going to school half a day, too. Before
that I was on Public Assistance myself. It hasn't been easy — supporting
the family and going to school. But with a degree, I will be eligible for a
different j o b in the Department. I'm an assistant case worker now.
You know, I can't help but identify with my clients because I've been
that route and I know it, and I've been one of the fortunate ones that has
managed to come out of that. I believe it's my duty to try to help the next
guy who is down. I think it's my calling, to work with the city and the
clients.
There's a lot of paranoia in this city. Here you have a lot of people
afraid to leave their homes, etc. But I've never had that fear. Maybe it's
that old Scripture that says, "he that tries to save his life shall lose it" —
maybe that's what it is.
But it's not easy living in the city. If I didn't have my job and the
children, I probably would have a mental breakdown. And my husband
and I have had a lot of conflict, marriage-wise. We're two different
personalities. He's especially bright, very well-read. By profession, he's a
mechanic. We both came from the South Bronx. He had been using
drugs. Then in the '60s he came to know the Lord but later he fell back into
drugs. He's been on methadone maintenance for four years and it has
stabilized him, and helps him to function, which means that's one less
problem that I have to cope with.
The name of the game is "to cope" — especially in New York City. But I
have the church and my children — and I can say, "Lord, just give me faith
to make it through today, because tomorrow it's going to be better." The
Scriptures say, "Occupy until I come." To me, " o c c u p y " is "OCCUPY," so
that's what I'm doing. I'm going to occupy.

"The best step I have taken in my life."
Ileana was one of the first converts from the new work in Ticuantepe.
She is a university student and has often testified publicly to her peers of
Christ's power in her life and the possibility of it in theirs. Recently she has
helped in the translation of "On Your Way," a w o r k b o o k we are now using
for new converts in Nicaragua.
At a recent graduation party to which she was invited, she spent part
of the evening witnessing to at least one person [that we have learned
about]. The next evening he was at our church in Schick, and within two
months accepted Christ as Savior. His own testimony is that Ileana is the
first person who ever had anything "within" that he realized he needed.
Her testimony, joy, and love for Christ are what first brought him to the
church, and later to the Lord.
It is nearly nine months since I accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as my
personal Savior, and I think it has been the best step that I have taken in
my life. That moment was for me the most important
and also the
happiest.
Just to think that my sincere repentance has made me a daughter of
God because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ who paid for our sins leaves
me breathless.
From then on there has been a change in my being, in my whole
person, and I have known the inner peace and joy that the Lord furnishes
us with.
Before accepting Him, I was confused and full of doubts. I felt the
weight of my ignorance concerning Him. I was preoccupied
over unimportant things. But one day the voice of the Lord made me (and many others
who were not with Him) listen. The 22nd of December 1972, under the fury
of a great earthquake, I opened my eyes to see the light of the truth and I
repented of my past life.
Several months after this terrible experience I had the opportunity
to
converse with several missionaries who were having services in a house
near mine. I started to attend services
regularly.
A few days later I was in a bus accident, from which I escaped
untouched.
This made me reflect on my experiences
with Christ, and I
decided that at the next service I would thank God, and accept Christ as
my Savior.
Since then He has favored me in many ways. Whenever I have
resorted to Him, looking for solace and hope, I have received it. Now I
know that He listens and, like a father who doesn't deny protection to his
children, is always ready to help me.
—Ileana Ramirez F.

" . . . a loud noise
filled the plane . .
I accepted the Lord Jesus Christ in September 1973.1 am young in the
faith, but very happy.
On the 15th of February, 1974, I was flying to Panama to watch the
lightweight championship
fight between our boxer and the
Panamanian.
Arriving at the Managua airport, I prayed, asking the Lord to conduct us
safely, and I put our lives into His hands.
As the airplane lifted off the runway a loud noise filled the plane, and
though I had never flown before I felt very peculiar. We had flown about 15
minutes when my seat companion said he thought things were going very
badly because the plane had barely missed a tower from a factory.
I wasn't nervous then, nor was I when the plane just scraped over the
roofs of a small colony of homes. About 200 yards after the colony, the
plane crashed and broke into two parts, with many people cut, but I thank
God that He didn't let me get even a scratch.
I prayed then, and then with the rest of the men on the plane I crawled
out of one of the windows to safety. The plane burst into flame, but all on
board were saved.
I send this as a testimony of faith in our Lord with the faith that very
soon we shall all be together in the wedding feast of the Lamb.
—Emilio
Hernandez
Emilio is from the church in Schick. He is a very dynamic person and
carries a good testimony wherever he goes.
We saw Emilio about two hours after the accident in front of the
Managua International Airport. There he was, giving a clear testimony of
the Lord's power in saving the plane and the men on it to a large group
who had congregated. It is our belief that the fervent prayer of this
righteous man saved that whole planeload of men from death.

Introductions and Translations
by B e r t S i d e r

Discipleship and Culture
by Luke Keefer, Jr.

What does it mean to disciple the Navajo, or for that matter, any
people? In light of Matthew 28:19, 20 it means several things: (1) the initial
response to the gospel message, where one becomes a disciple of Jesus
Christ; (2) the rite of baptism, where one joins the fellowship of Christ's
disciples; and (3) the full instruction of the Christian life, where one learns
the total discipline of a believer in Christ. It would seem, then, that a
person could be regarded as being fully discipled when he has learned
"all things that I (Christ) have c o m m a n d e d you." In the strictest sense no
Christian would want to claim that he has "learned everything" Jesus said.
Neither would a college graduate want to claim that he has learned
everything about education. But a point is reached in which the graduate
is expected to teach others. In this illustration we probably have a clue to
the fully-discipled believer, be he Navajo or some other nationality. When
a native Christian is ready to teach others of his people (thereby
beginning at point 1 of Matt. 28:19, 20), one cycle of discipleship has been
completed and a new one begun.
On paper this would seem to be a simple task. But in practice it has
proved to be more difficult. How does one present Christ to people
around the world without tnem getting the picture that Jesus is a white
man's God? How can a new fellowship of baptized Christians be started
without it looking like an American local church? How can all Christ's
c o m m a n d m e n t s be taught without making them sound like ten cardinal
rules of Western society?
Questions like these cause us to investigate the source of these
difficulties. Lying at the heart of all missionary work is a p r o b l e m that can
be illustrated by diagram A.
Even though Jesus was the Son of God, he lived, taught, performed
miracles, died and rose again in the setting of first century Palestine. In
the early years of missionary activity (recorded in Acts) Jewish missionaries had problems in their presentation of the gospel to people
outside of Palestine, especially among non-Jewish people. Gentile
Christians did not understand Jesus in the same terms that the Jews did.
Gentile Christians did not feel that the Jewish lifestyle had to be a part of
their Christian life. The Jewish Christian missionaries, of course, felt that
all new Christians should think and act just like they did. This is what
produced the Jerusalem Council about 50 A.D. (recorded in Acts 15).
Guided by the Holy Spirit, the early church came to understand that all
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Christians serve the same Lord even though there are differences
between the races, nations, languages, etc.
But this was a difficult lesson to learn, and some never accepted it
(that's why Paul's worst enemies were those Jewish Christians who tried
to make all Gentile Christians be like Jews). In fact, this same problem still
faces missions today. Figure A shows how Jesus, who is pictured in the
Bible, is understood by us and then interpreted to the Navajos. There is
always the strong possibility that the Jesus we preach will sound like "our"
Jesus (just like the Gentiles heard the first missionaries claim that Jesus
was "their" Messiah). It is often likely that we will demand that to be
Christians, they must live like us (just as the early missionaries wanted
Gentile Christians to be circumcised and to keep the laws of Moses). How
can such difficulties be overcome?
The situation is not hopeless. In the first place, Jesus promised to be
with the missionaries "always, even until the end of this age" (Matt. 28:20).
What a redemptive fact this is! Much of the success of missions has come
about in spite of the limitations and failures of missionaries. Jesus himself
has been present in the Holy Spirit and made himself known to each new
believer. Haven't we often been amazed that native Christians seem to
know Christ so well (often better than the missionaries themselves do)?
God, who has created all peoples, is able to reveal himself to all peoples.

Part of the meaning of Matt. 28:20 then is that Jesus' presence with the
missionaries is able to cross cultural barriers that baffle the missionary.
But Matt. 28:20 means more. Jesus is with the missionary so that he
may teach the missionary how to do a better j o b of presenting the gospel
to people of different cultures. One of the obvious needs is to move f r o m
the situation pictured in Figure A and arrive at Figure B. If the number of
cultural transfers can be reduced, the chances are greatly improved for
people to see Jesus as He is.
This brings us back to the process of discipling noted at the
beginning. All missionary work begins, of necessity, as pictured in Figure
A. The task of discipling is to arrive at Figure B as quickly as possible.
Missions have a tendency to bog down with a situation pictured in the first
diagram. The crucial issue in discipling then is a matter of timing. How can
the process be accelerated toward achieving a setting pictured in Figure
B?
First, the Scriptures must be written in their own language. They must
be taught to read it for themselves. Where nationals are available they
should be deeply involved with the translation. If, in fact, missionaries
make the initial translation, it should only be considered a provisional
translation. As soon as possible, knowledgeable native Christians should
begin a revision of the translation. This is currently happening, for
example, to the Navajo Bible. Navajo Christians close to the project have
indicated that there are many places where the original translation into
Navajo does not communicate what the Bible itself means. The most
accurate translations will eventually arrive when the native Christians can
read Hebrew and Greek, and, thus, translate directly into their tongue
without going through the English.
What is said here holds true for the " h y m n b o o k " as well. Here two
problems are encountered — the words which must be translated (poetry
is most difficult since the rhyme and meter will differ widely) and also the
music (both vocal and instrumental). Again, in stage A, hymns will be
translated from the missionaries' book. At the earliest possible point (i.e.,
the first Christian who can express his faith in song), new Christians
should be encouraged to compile songs. A native song of two lines will
accomplish more than our finest hymns! But more than likely, young
Christians will amaze us with their lyrical ability to express the gospel.
Native tunes should be used as well as native instruments. A discipled
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church is one that can understand the Scriptures firsthand and can
express the vitality of its faith in the music of the people.
A second necessity is the development of national leadership.
Missionaries have often hindered this development without consciously
attempting to do so. They have done this by their definition of leadership.
All too often we have thought of the ideal leader as being that person who
can do our jobs as well as we can. There are several serious errors in this
thinking. First, Navajos often have no desire for our type of job, especially
if it is one that differs widely from their own cultural patterns. Next, it is
wrong to expect a beginner to demonstrate the competence that comes
only through experience. Above all, a native Christian one hour old in the
Lord is already more able to serve his people in some respects than is the
most experienced missionary.
It is necessary to remind ourselves about the real test for leadership. A
leader is the person who is respected by his own people as being capable
of guiding them toward goals that are valued in their culture. Thus the
qualities that are expected of leaders will vary from culture to culture.
Missionaries must refrain from picking leaders who fit their own concepts
of leadership.
This really means that the national Christians must be involved in both
the structure of leadership and in the selection of persons to fill these
roles. Where the missionaries introduce (or impose) institutional structures foreign to the native culture, the leadership will be slow to emerge.
Prime examples of this are hospitals and schools. It has taken a long time
for trained personnel to assume leadership roles in these institutions.

Navajo Mission has not had a Navajo doctor, nurse (RN) or certified
teacher, although Navajos have served in other capacities. How tragic
then if church structures also differ so widely f r o m their own societal
patterns that they do not feel ready (nor inclined) to assume those
positions. The church as the focal point of discipleship must quickly take a
shape that "feels right" to the people. For it is only as the organization
seems right to them that they will be eager to assume leadership in it.
Here the mission has made noticeable strides in the last few years.
Navajos are selecting their own pastoral leadership. They are functioning
in the decision processes of church work. Young Christians have matured
into preachers, teachers, counselors, and persons gifted in visitation.
Church structures have changed too. The time, location, and type of
service have been subject to change in order to meet the needs of the
people. The Navajo sense of "peopleness" has been fostered through
cooperation in the Navajo Christian Association rather than being overly
conscious of denominations. A discipled church is one that is ready to
provide leadership in its own church life. It is one that feels at ease to
structure the church to fit the needs of its own people.
Jesus sent his disciples to disciple others. The Brethren in Christ
Church has attempted to be part of that ongoing process in its mission in
New Mexico. In respect to discipling, there have been triumphs and there
have been failures. Where the discipling ministry has succeeded, people
have come to know Christ and have matured in Him. They are now
discipling others. Wherein there have been failures, we may well examine
our methods. Are they best suited to making Christ known? If not, the
discipling Christ is ever with His disciples. He will yet teach them how to
feed His sheep, for He is the Chief Shepherd.

by J. Wilmer Heisey
Executive
Secretary

Brethren in Christ Missions /

AN OVERVIEW
A m o n g Brethren in Christ, the missionary vision is at least a hundred
years old. In the 1870s the General Council records of the brotherhood
show a strong preoccupation with the implications of the Great C o m m i s sion. While records are limited, it is apparent the brethren were conviced
that a responsible and successful missionary effort was only possible as a
brotherhood venture. An individual's vision and enthusiasm was not to be
trusted to adequately extend the gospel witness alone.
Although the church went on record in favor of missionary activity, it
sought to preserve the idea that such enterprise be supported by the
"voluntary" response of the people. Then, as now, the level of c o m m i t ment to this brotherhood stance of missionary-mindedness varied considerably. Periodically those with great zeal for missions sought to stir up
those who seemingly were more preoccupied with the affairs of life and
witness in their own homes. All the while the conviction of those with
missionary vision had the effect of causing discomfort to those who
seemingly lacked such vision. Note this quote f r o m the 1886 Minutes:
ART. VIII (10) "Do the brethren carry into effect the commission
of Matthew, 28 chapter, 19 and 20th verses?
Decided: That they have not.
RESOLVED: That the brethren exert themselves more to
furnish both men and means to carry out the commission.
For a quarter of a century "missions" activity focused on the frontiers
of the expanding settlements across the midwest. But there developed a
decided stirring toward getting beyond the "Judeas" of Brethren in Christ
communities, and heading off into Samaria (Chicago and other cities) and
to the uttermost parts. By the end of the 1890s there were missions in
several American cities and missionaries in south central Africa.
NOT "IF," BUT " H O W "
There is a familiar ring in our present-day concern for the missions
task when compared to that of our forefathers. For those who have had
questions as to whether the Brethren in Christ are "still" c o m m i t t e d to the

Great Commission, a contemporary reading of grass-roots expression on
this subject is quite reassuring. When anyone suggests today that there is
a waning of interest or a turning inward, there is impassioned response
from other voices to say that this just cannot be. It would have been easy
to register on any conference minutes a resolution similar to the action of
1886 quoted above. Now, as then, the big question in the minds of the
concerned is not "IF" but " H O W " shall we be faithful to the Great
Commission.
There are major differences between these seventies and those
seventies. Then, the brotherhood assigned some of its seasoned and
trusted men to go out and do missionary work in the areas encompassed
in their vision. Today, volunteers are recruited who become professional
missionaries in a given area with certain specific expertise. Yet
throughout our history the efforts are j u d g e d by the brotherhood with a
certain mixed verdict — the results are somewhat encouraging but we are
not satisfied entirely with the results. Of course, this inherent restlessness
must be recognized as inevitable for a fellowship of believers c o m m i t t e d
to faithfulness to Christ. Any group that is c o m m i t t e d to discipleship
including Christ's call to self-denial and non-resistant love, while bathed
in the glow of the power of the Holy Spirit, is b o u n d to be dissatisfied at
every sign of missing the mark. The Brethren in Christ cannot possibly be
"at ease in Zion" and remain brethren in Christ.
We also know that a compassionate response to human need in the
world is an obligation that far exceeds the vision of our forefathers. "Unto
w h o m much is given, of him shall much be required." We live with the
gnawing realization that while the role of a missionary is one of the best
demonstrations of servanthood, yet a wide disparity between those who
are sent and those who send is a denial of the essence of the body life
among people of God. Our consciences are disturbed by the tensions
inherent in affluent Christians being satisfied while most of the world is in
a cauldron of suffering. Though we know we cannot mount a faithful
response to Christ borne of penance and expiation of guilt, yet we must
put into practice loving Him, because He first loved us. Missions and
service are a part of that response.

Responsibility for the present missionary activity of the brotherhood is
carried by the Board for Missions. In scores of locations around the world,
Brethren in Christ Missions is sharing its expression of the gospel of
Jesus Christ. Wherever we go, we communicate the gospel as we know it.
That we have our treasure in earthen vessels is clearly evident. Our jar is
fragile and we have much to be humble about. But the treasure is
precious and we find that it is readily transferrable into other earthen
vessels formed from other shades of clay. This is the exciting story of
Brethren in Christ Missions in the 1970s.

India
More than sixty years, fifty missionaries, and over 800 cumulative
years of missionary labor — what does that yield? In India, with God's
blessing, it yields a sister church.
Much of the history of this missionary venture was characterized by
reversal, stalemate and protracted waiting. Social, religious and cultural
barriers were severe and good soil seemed hard to find. But faithfulness
has brought a good harvest. In 1974, the year that the mission structure
gave way to church structure, the Brethren in Christ in India number just
over 1,000.
With the church planted, we now have opportunities to share in
supportive ministries. Presently, a small corps of gifted workers in
strategic places participates in the life and ministry of the church: one
doctor, two nurses, one couple living on the eastern (Purnea) side of the
church. In addition, one couple teaches in Allahabad Seminary, one
couple is with Far Eastern Broadcasting Associates of India and one
couple works among university students in Delhi, the nation's capital. A
limited amount of funds is going to the Indian church treasurer to assist in
certain phases of the church's ministries.
The challenge of the present is to practice a new type of faith — to
believe that, under the blessing of the Spirit, any one or all of these
supportive gifts which we are presently sharing could be removed without
limiting the integrity of the church. External forces described by Jesus in
Matthew 16:18 cannot prevail against this church. The bond of spiritual

relationships, which blessed the early churches while their founder was in
a Roman prison, now comes to flower.
Resources to assist people in the home church toward a broader
understanding of what God is doing in India a m o n g the Brethren in Christ
are "And They Shall Be Mine," a 30-minute film available f r o m the
Elizabethtown office and William R. Hoke's book, EACH ONE WIN ONE,
available from any Christian Light Bookstore.

Rhodesi
The largest Brethren in Christ fellowship outside of North A m e r i c a is
the church in Rhodesia. Were it possible to count those whose " p r i m a r y "
relationship to a Christian church is with the Brethren in Christ, that
number in Rhodesia may well challenge the Brethren in Christ in the USA.
Made up of four major districts a m o n g the Matabele peoples of
western Rhodesia, the church's greatest concentration is south and
southeast of Bulawayo. Younger congregations are in the Gwaii district to
the northwest and in the fast-growing major cities of the country. With
most of the major church administrative posts carried by dedicated
Rhodesians, the expatriate missionaries provide an important supportive
role in the various ministries of this highly-organized church.
The history of the Brethren in Christ in Rhodesia and North A m e r i c a is
inseparably intertwined. These two churches have had a profound effect
upon each other throughout the twentieth century. How we see the world,
each other and our Lord makes up the Brethren in Christ saga. Our family
names include Engle, Kumalo, Brubaker, Ndlovu, Climenhaga, Moyo,
Book, Dube, Frey, Mudenda, Winger, etc. Because of the way the
American and Rhodesian churches have grown up with each other, it is
especially hard for us to work out our separate identities, but that process
is well underway. Time and circumstances have confirmed the necessity
of discovering the uniqueness of our separate roles in the work of the
kingdom. Each has a large field of witness. Each has strong resources for
the task. Each will continue to need the other until Jesus comes.

H. Frances Davidson's indomitable spirit pushed back the horizons of
Brethren in Christ vision. Africa became more than "the dark continent"
as she became concerned for those people beyond the Zambezi River,
further into the interior of a continent rich in many traditions but with large
areas devoid of the saving message of Christ.
The Brethren in Christ Church in Zambia is a result of that vision and
the corporate response to the call pioneered by this w o m a n — a
concerned college teacher of the late nineteenth century. From the
beginning, the Tonga people were the focus of the missionary vision God
gave to the new Matabele disciples. Discovering significant differences
between the Tonga and the Matabele also spurred the pioneer missionaries into on-the-job anthropological inquiry, a new science to them.
Today, after a decade of national sovereignty, Zambia has taken its
place in the family of African nations. Its people are exploring all that is
involved in self-determination. In this milieu the Zambia Brethren in Christ
Church is finding its way. Throughout most of the history of the church its
concerns were seen from two perspectives — the Mactia people on the
north side and the Sikalongo people on the south. But today an important
new segment is emerging — the many Brethren in Christ young people
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who by vocation have moved to more urban and industrial centers. The
church is seeking to follow them, using this as a base for new advance.
Opportunities abound for missionaries to participate actively in the
ministries of the church. The fact that public funds are available for both
educational and medical services extends the possibilities for development. The church is in the process of working out its priorities to best
serve the present age.

Japan
New dimensions of discipling were introduced to the Brethren in
Christ when they took the gospel message to Japan following World War
II. In this island k i n g d o m where the resources for world power were
discovered and mastered in less than 100 years, we met a people who
defied our stereotyped concepts. It seemed awkward to call the highlycultured Japanese "heathen." Soon we were immersed in studying new
methodology to cope with the challenge of introducing the Japanese to
Christ.
On at least one point the Brethren in Christ agreed with General
McArthur — Japan needed ambassadors of the Cross. The Japanese had
compelling new reasons to re-evaluate their very existence as a people.
That their deeply-rooted religion and culture were an inadequate answer
to life had become apparent to many. The fact that the nation which had
humbled them was ostensibly a Christian nation had special meaning to
them. An imaginative and ingenious people, the Japanese were ready to
seriously study the Christian religion, thus providing a special opportunity
for the Christian missionary. The apparent intersection of two c o m p e t i n g
kingdoms in "western" religious thought was at once tantalizing and
perplexing. The studious Japanese e m b a r k e d on a long slow road of
discovery. The k i n g d o m that Jesus proclaimed was too radical for a mass
response to His banner, yet it slowly became the power of God to
everyone that believed.
The form in which the visible church emerges in Japan is somewhat
different than in many other places. It is a slow and deliberate process to
take one's new Christian faith back into his own home where his former

Japan

awareness of reality rested. Meanwhile, the d e v e l o p m e n t of Christian
c o m m u n i t y between houses does not automatically h a p p e n in a c h u r c h
building. The process of Christian nurture, however, d o e s lead t h e
J a p a n e s e Christians to b e c o m e aware of the nature of the b o d y of Christ
as they begin to reach out to each other a n d f o r m a fellowship of b r o t h e r s
and sisters in Jesus Christ.
Over twenty years sixteen w o r k e r s have shared in m a k i n g Christ
k n o w n t h r o u g h the Brethren in Christ Missions auspices. F r o m this has
g r o w n a mutuality of sharing between the c h u r c h in J a p a n a n d the c h u r c h
in A m e r i c a w h i c h has profited both.

Largely of Swiss-German
ethnic origin, the Brethren in Christ were not
quick to cross over into the Spanish world. It is understandable
that the
first major decision of the Foreign Mission Board was their response to
the call to an English area of influence as opposed to a Spanish
area.
Although the needs of taking the gospel south were introduced
to that
board in the 1890s, it was half a century later before an organized
effort
was made to extend the Brethren in Christ witness there. During those 50
years more and more of the brotherhood
had contacts and
attendant
concerns for their Latin
neighbors.
A Brethren in Christ c h u r c h in C u b a was b o r n in the 1950s. Political
upheavals f o r c e d a withdrawal of missionaries, with only intermittent

communication between those who left Cuba and those who stayed
behind. Two recent communications were received by way of Mrs. Robert
Hamilton, Gramtham, Pennsylvania that suggest there remains a group of
disciples in the Brethren in Christ fellowship from w h o m we have heard
very little for a decade:
The Lord has done so many things for us. I lack the
time and words to describe all the wonders He has given
us.
I want to tell you that the Lord is helping us in
marvelous ways. He has not failed or forsaken us.
We continue to celebrate the same church activities.
We are praying for (the church). Isn't is g o o d we
can pray for each other?
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. I hope
that all of you are living a full life for God. It's my prayer to
the Lord that God may grant all of us a renewed consecration to Him, a yearning for His power in our lives, and a
zeal for winning others to Christ.
Last F e b r u a r y o u r B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t C h u r c h
celebrated its 20th anniversary.
Pray for us without ceasing.
The Brethren in Christ Church in Cuba belongs to the Lord who gave
Himself for it.

Nicarag
A careful study led the Mission Board in 1965 to establish a new
Brethren in Christ beachhead in Nicaragua. With experienced missionaries who had shared in laying the foundations for a church in Cuba,
an open field of witness developed just south of Managua, the m o d e r n
capital city of that Central American republic.
In less than a decade there has sprung up on good soil a young
church. Three congregations are emerging with the evidences of some of
the "gifts" already in view. This being the newest of our overseas
churches, it represents the freshness of new growth. The task of

ministering to its needs in a supportive way is the immediate challenge for
the four couples assigned presently to this field.
The initial witness was focused among several rural communities. The
mission has expanded its ministries in partnership with the young church
to go beyond its present boundaries. This includes projecting a witness to
an urbanizing community at the edge of the capital and among those in
the city who are entering middle-class society.
Poverty and acute needs abound in Nicaragua. The young church is
seeking to respond to these needs in partnership with their brethren f r o m
the north.

Special Missions
North America

The "Indian" question was introduced in the Brethren in Christ
General Council held in Dickinson County, Kansas in 1887:
. . . The brethren reported very minutely the particulars of their
visit, showing the necessity for mission work among the
Indians.
Decided: That we heartily support the attempt in that direction.
But, two years later (1889)
The Indian question was deferred until the next annual council.
The following year (1890) the record bears no reference to the "Indian
question." It does, however, show the following:
After a number of earnest addresses adverting to the painful
lethargy of the church in mission work it was unanimously
decided to establish a Mission in the city of Chicago.
Thus it has been among the Brethren in Christ when responding to
special areas of need as they were made aware of them — always
painfully. The history of these responses show that the special needs
encountered are not easily managed with normal congregational or

colonizing tools. Over the years the church's activities a m o n g the
disadvantaged, the lost and the poor have borne some inspiring results,
leading men and women into a living relationship with Christ.
Sociologically, these fruits of their labors are often "lost to the p r o g r a m s "
as the new disciples "move up" and soon are scattered among other
Christian communities where they live and serve, enriching the larger
fellowship.
C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y in f l u i d s i t u a t i o n s t a k e s on s p e c i a l
characteristics. On the one hand, it is live and vibrant and touches real
human need. On the other hand, it is constantly changing and often
cannot achieve enough resources to maintain itself without the assistance
of the larger Christian fellowship. This continuing need for assistance
presents both problems and opportunities.
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Presently the Brethren in Christ are working among Indian peoples in
Canada and New Mexico, among widely-differing groups of city dwellers
in New York and San Francisco, and in a multi-cultural community in
Salem, Oregon. A growing awareness of the validity of ethnic self-identity
is helping the Brethren in Christ to minister through its special missions
enterprises with deeper understandings. Brotherhood is seen in a
different light through Jesus' eyes.

Life Line

Mission &
Extension
Churches
In 1878 the Brethren in Christ General Council was called to share in
the expanding witness to Kansas; in 1885 to Michigan; in 1886 to Ontario;
1887 in Ohio; in 1892 to Arizona. In more recent times the church has
continued to exercise its responsibilities by helping new areas of witness
develop into self-sustaining congregations.
Records beginning with 1918 of the Home Mission Board's assistance
to congregations show that about 100 units have received aid f r o m the
brotherhood, including both financial and administrative assistance. More
than forty percent of present Brethren in Christ congregations have had a
history of brotherhood assistance through the Board. The growth of the
church during the first half of the twentieth century was significantly
dependent upon this missions activity.
As its awareness grew, the brotherhood's vision led it to new witness
in new areas. For a period our vision took us into isolated communities in
the mountains and into Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee. In another
direction there was an active vision for city missions. Some of these
enterprises became the means of developing congregations that are live
and active today. Others ministered for a period of time and then were
discontinued or merged with other Christian groups.
In the post-World War II era, rapid social changes, including urbanization, resulted in profound transformations throughout America. For a time
the Brethren in Christ reacted to the changes on a case-by-case basis,
often in what came later to be seen as a "retreat." But time has clarified
some issues. It became clear that holding on to property was not the most
important question. Rather, the question came to be, "Does the Lord have
an assignment for the Brethren in Christ in this place?" and a corollary
question, "Does the Brethren in Christ have workers willing and able to
enter this field?" Frequently the answers were painful, but with new
discipline and courage the church continues to interpret its vision.
The challenge of starting extension churches in newly-developing

communities has been a major thrust of the brotherhood since 1958. An
attempt to apply the Apostle Paul's strategy of planting the church in
cities, from which the church could extend its witness, proved costly and
somewhat over-ambitious. But the brotherhood, after more than a decade
of experience, continues its c o m m i t m e n t to the vision of church extension. Its present strategy includes the planting of a new church a little
beyond existing communities of Brethren in Christ congregations.

Christiar
Service
Ministrie
Although historically the Brethren in Christ saw themselves as a
people separate from the world, they were deeply c o m m i t t e d to
ministering in that world. When they began to minister more actively in the
larger society, they discovered a broad range of human need which had
largely escaped their notice when they served the Lord f r o m "down on the
farm." The non-resistant principles by which the Brethren in Christ
interpreted their relationships to the world led them into a whole new
realm of servant-style ministries. And the post-war world abounded in
need. Our service personnel helped in the relief of war ravaged peoples
. . . they worked in hospitals . . . they got involved in the missions programs of the church.
Those participating actively in compassionate ministries experienced
a change in lifestyle which has affected them and their children. At the
same time, running counter to this new dynamic in the brotherhood was a
burgeoning prosperity. The Brethren in Christ are suffering f r o m an
explosion of affluence such as has never been experienced anywhere in
the world apart from the traditionally elite rich. (Luke 6:24)
In a society where less and less of the total work time is required for
the basic necessities of life, the Christian call to discipleship and
servanthood must be constantly reinterpreted into contemporary forms.

Pakistan

Inevitably, new tensions are created. When blessed by the empowerment
of the Spirit, this dynamic makes people adequate for a whole new series
of servanthood roles. Where developed from only humanistic motivation,
the results are often disappointing to both participants and critics.
A growing awareness is being registered with the Board for Missions
— Christian Service does not flower best by institutionalizing it. Rather,
this is the dynamic of true Christian discipleship that must break out
among all the believers in every place. A new vision is dawning. The world
needs the salt of the Christian believers in every place. Wherever we go
we must keep clear the example of Jesus, who said, "I came not to be
ministered unto but to minister."

PERSONNEL ROSTER
July 1973—June 1974
These people shared in the missions fellowship of the Brethren in
Christ Church during the 12-month period from July 1, 1973 to June 30,
1974. Addresses may be found in the Quarterly Missions Directory,
published in the EVANGELICAL VISITOR on the 10th of January, April,
July and October.
One asterisk (*) indicates short-term personnel giving voluntary
service; two asterisks (**) indicate short-term volunteers in earning
assignment in the community.

Rhodesia
Book, Lois, nursing (ttr. to Zambia 2/74)
Brubaker, Graybill & Ethel, conference
secretary, hostel
Brubaker, JoAnne, teaching
Buckwalter, Loraine, nursing
Bundy, George & Ethel, church, youth ministries
Climenhaga, DaryP, teaching
Ebersole, Marilyn, laboratory technician
Engle, Phyllis*, bookroom
Frey, Miriam, teaching
Ginder, Carl & Eleanor, field secretary,
church ministries, hostel
Ginder, Joseph & Ann, bookroom
Graybill, Anna, teaching
Hennigh, Esther*, hostel
Hess, Earl & Lois, teaching, nursing
Hock, Ruth, teaching
Hoover, Ellen, teaching
Kauffman, R. Virginia, physician
Keefer, Luke & Martha, bible institute
teaching
King, Samuel & Joyce, farm manager,
teaching
Knepper, Carl & Winifred, teaching, nursing

Kreider, Nancy J., teaching
Lady, Mrs. Jesse*, bookroom
Lehman, Erma G. t teaching
Lehman, Steven*, bookroom
Mann, Robert & Carolyn, teaching
Mann, Roy & Esther*, hospital
ministries,
nursing
Martin, Dorothy, teaching
Melhorn, Eva Mae, teaching
Musser, Clarence & Helen*, financial secretary
Myers, Mildred, teaching
Potteiger, Donald & Dorothy, farm manager, pastor
Pyke, Harold & Myrle*, financial secretary
Sheffer, Elsie G.*, bookroom
Shenk, Jacob & Nancy, extension bible
teaching
Sider, Lois Jean, teaching
Stansfield, Barbara, teaching
Switzer, Edna M., secretary to bishop
Tyson, Mrs. Katie*, homemaking, hostel
Weisser, Sharon, teaching
Winger, Betty*, teaching
Wingert, Chester & Ruth*, bookroom

Zambia
Barr, David & Doris*, teaching
Bert, Samuel & Erma Jean, hospital ministries, nursing
Brillinger, Velma, secretary to bishop

Brubaker, David & Leona,
educational
ministries
Brubaker, Levi & Sandra, bookroom, bible
teaching

Bulgrien, Kenneth & Elva, office assistants
deHaan, Adrianus & Barbara*, building,
nursing
Graybill, Robert* & Marilyn, maintenance,
nursing
Heisey, Mary, nursing
Heisey, Shirley, nursing
Holland, Fredric & Grace, theological education by extension
Horst, Mark & Esther*, teaching
Hykes, Naomi*, bookroom, secretary
Kettering, Anna, teaching
Kipe, Frank & Blanche, bishop
Lady, Martha, nursing
Lady, Mary Olive, teaching
Long, Walter & Evalyn*, financial secretary, nursing instruction
Longenecker, Fannie, bible institute teaching
McEwen, Ann, nursing

Miller, Arlene*, nursing instruction
Miller, Edith, teaching
Musser, Charles N.*, maintenance,
building
Musser, Laverne*, maintenance,
building
Musser, Merle*, maintenance,
building
Poe, Marshall & Eleanor, church ministries, bible institute teaching
Ruegg, Lorne& Lois*, teaching
Shelly, Dallas & Faye, nursing,
building
supervision
Sherk, Eileen*, nursing
Sider, Leonard & Muriel*, building
Stern, Doris, financial secretary,
bookroom
Stern, Ira & Miriam, field secretary, church
ministries
Wenger, Larson*, maintenance, building
Zacharias, Howard & Jeanette*, physician

India
Buckwalter, Allen & Leoda, radio ministries
Cober, James & Doris, church ministries
Hoke, William & Mary, seminary teaching
Kreider, Henry & Edna, physician, nursing

Sider, Harvey & Erma, church ministries
Smith, Joseph & Marietta, student & youth
evangelism
Yoder, Leora, nursing

Japan
Graybill, John & Lucille, superintendent
Japan missions
Graybill, Michael & Holly*, english teaching

Zook, Marlin & Ruth, church

ministries

Nicaragua
Heise, Glen & Wanda*, language study
Kelly, Walter & Lynda, superintendent
Nicaragua missions

Musser, Charles & Cara, church ministries, nursing
Sider, Bert & Marian, church ministries

Special Missions
Albrecht, Ronald & Sharon, dorm parents
(boys), Montreal Lake Children's Home
Bixler, Lee & Mary*, maintenance, cooking, Montreal Lake Children's Home

Blackketter, Iris*, secretarial, San Francisco
Book, Alvin & Thata, superintendent
&
pastor, New York
Book, Esther, teacher, Navajo Mission

Bowman, Ron & Gayle,
superintendent,
Montreal Lake Children's Home
Boyer, Jeff*, youth worker, Labish
Brubaker, Verle & Maralee*, special ministries, club work, Labish
Charles, Allen & Ellyce Jean**, equipment
technician, New York
Charles, James**, nurse's aid, New York
Copenhaver, Rachel*, teaching, Navajo
Mission
Crider, Dana & Judith*, summer camp,
New York
Cummings, Mary**, teaching, New York
Engle, Lucille**, nursery school assistant,
New York
Eyster, Daniel*, maintenance, Navajo Mission
Eyster, Rosa, cooking, Navajo Mission
Farthing, Alice, dorm helper (boys), Montreal Lake Children's Home
Fisher, Nancy**, social services, New York
Frey, Mike**, youth worker, Labish
Frey, Tom*, thrift store, music, San Francisco
Frey, Wilson**, mail clerk, San Francisco
Galloway, Darrell*, thrift store, San Francisco
Goldtooth, Nina, teaching, Navajo Mission
Gordon, Herbert & Donna*, cooking, maintenance, Navajo Mission
Gramm, Ellen*, domestic services, secretarial, New York
Hale, Tom & Ann, mission to men, San
Francisco
Harnish, Mary Ann*, secretarial,
cooking,
San Francisco
Harris, Larry**, mail clerk, San Francisco
Hege, Mary Ellen**, secretarial, San Francisco
Heise, Arthur & Verna, dorm
parents
(girls), Montreal Lake Children's Home
Heisey, Marion & Rachel, general director, pastor, Navajo Mission
Hess, Erma*, teaching, Navajo Mission
Hess, James & Rosanna, dorm parents
(boys), Navajo Mission
Hill, Paul & Evelyn, superintendent,
pastor,
San Francisco
Hoffman, Warren & Connie, director community ministries, Labish
Hofstetter, Oren & Naomi*, maintenance,
Navajo Mission
Hoover, Anna Marie, medical
records,
Navajo Mission

Imboden, John & Mildred*,
teaching,
Navajo Mission
Knepper, Darrel*, youth,
maintenance,
New York
McCombs, Louise, cooking,
Montreal
Lake Children's Home
Meiser, Devera**, switchboard
operator,
clerk, New York
Mellinger, Diane**, secretarial, San Francisco
Miller, Rosalee*, secretary, Montreal Lake
Children's Home
Minter, Samuel & Ruth*, caretaker, Camp
Brookhaven & Spring Lake Retreat
Musser, Joyce*, teaching, Navajo Mission
Musser, June*, secretary, Navajo Mission
Musser, Ruth**, secretarial, New York
Myers, Sharon*, secretarial, clerical, San
Francisco
Oberholtzer, Janet*, teaching, Navajo Mission
Rose, Brenda, cooking assistant, Montreal
Lake Children's Home
Schock, Richard**, sales clerk, San Francisco
Smith, Eva, dorm helper (girls), Montreal
Lake Children's Home
Stickley, Eldon & Margaret, maintenance
supervisor, Montreal Lake Children's
Home
Stoner, Benjamin & Eunice, caring ministries, teaching, Navajo Mission
Stumbaugh, Patricia**, secretary,
New
York
Stutzman, Judy*, cooking assistant, Montreal Lake Children's Home
Thrush, Gerald*, pick-up, San Francisco
Thrush, Judy**, file clerk, San Francisco
Thuma, Kathleen, nursing, Navajo Mission
Trujillo, Bessie, dorm parent (girls), Navajo
Mission
Walters, Charles & Sylvia*,
physician,
nursing, Navajo Mission
Weaver, Duane & Karen*, pick-up
&
delivery, secretarial, San Francisco
Wenger, Judy**, clerical, San Francisco
Wideman, Loreen*, nursing, Navajo Mission
Wolgemuth, Earl & Joan, business manager, teaching, Navajo Mission
Yazzie, John Peter, pastor, Navajo Mission
Zimmerman, John David & Nancy*, cooking, maintenance, Navajo Mission
Zook, Jerry & Elizabeth*, mission to men,
San Francisco

Mission & Extension Churches
Becker, Abraham & Elizabeth, Bloomington, (Ky.)
Bender, Maurice & Eloise, Orlando, (Fla.)
Brubaker, Milford & Ella, Saville, (Pa.)
Buckwalter, David & Loa, Pomeroy Chapel,
(Tenn.)
Channel, Norman & Muriel, Campbellsville, (Ky.)
Climenhaga, Robert & Darlene, Delisle,
(Sask.)
Cobb, Tyrus & Alice, Sheboygan, {Wis.)
Cooper, Art & Elda, Salem, (Ore.)
Dohner, Elam & Helen, Phoneton, (Ohio)
Dohner, Ernest & Ruth, Mt. Holly Springs,
(Pa.)
Fisher, Samuel & Mary Sue, Moreno,
(Calif.)
Giles, Edgar & Anna, Millerfields, (Ky.)
Herr, Ohmer & Rozella, Dayton, (Ohio)
Hershberger, Atlee & Janet, Massillon,
(Ohio)
Jackson, Harold & Carolyn, Des Moines,
(Iowa)
Keller, Marvin & Miriam, Baltimore, (Md.)
Loney, Cecil & Myrle, Brooklyn, (N.Y.)
Martin, William & Louise. Searights, (Pa.)
Mender, Richard & Mary, Millerfields, (Ky.)
Miller, Earl & Audrey, Maple Grove, (Mich.)
Moore, Maurice & Mable, Paddockwood,
(Sask.)
Morningstar, Ross & Betty, Hunlock Creek,
(Pa.)

Oldham, Samuel & Sarah, Little Marsh,
(Pa.)
Parker, Irving & Peggy, DeRossett, (Tenn.)
Reid, Kenneth & Charlotte, Hanover, (Pa.)
Rensberry, Howard & Jennie, Paddockwood, Timber Bay, (Sask.)
Ritchey, Harry & Jeanetta,
Blandburg,
(Pa.)
Schock, John & Ruth, Hamilton, (Ont.)
Sider, Douglas & Charlotte, Saskatoon,
(Sask.)
Smucker, Paul & Heidi, Farris Mines &
Bethel, (Va.)
Steffee, Larry & Rita, Llewellyn, (Pa.)
Stern, Aaron & Martha, Ontario, (Cat.)
Stoner, Andrew & Anita, Cincinnati, (Ohio)
Stoner, John & Janet, Bellevue Park, Hbg.
(Pa.)
Strouse, Larry & Melba, Adney Gap, (Va.)
Swartz, William & Maxine, Blairs Mills,
(Pa.)
Turman, Rupert & Arlene, Roanoke, (Va.)
Walters, LeRoy & Cora, Skyline View,
Hbg., (Pa.)
Wenger, J. Ralph, Hagerstown, (Md.)
White, Orvin & Colleene, Dublin, (Va.)
Wingert, Gerald & Lucille,
McMinnville,
(Tenn.)
Wolgemuth, Harold & Alice, Knifley, (Ky.)

Christian Service Ministries
Barnhart, William, maintenance, Messiah
College
Bulgrien, Daniel, maintenance,
Messiah
College
Charlton, Mark & Lucille, teaching, MCCTAP, Zaire
Detwiler, Glenn, ward clerk, Cincinnati,
(BIC)
Engle, Millard & Sharon, teaching, MCCTAP, Swaziland
Engle, Vaughn & Sandy, unit leader, adult
education, MCC-VS, Cincinnati
Feese, Carolyn, adult education, MCC-VS,
Cincinnati
Forry, Dennis, maintenance,
Mile High
Pines Camp
Heise, Lucille M., nursing, MCC-VS, Appalachia

H e i s e y , B e t h , women's
community
development, MCC, Jordan
Heisey, Nancy, teaching, MCC-TAP, Zaire
Heisey, Paul W., teaching,
MCC-TAP,
Nigeria
Huntoon, David, maintenance,
Camp
Lakeview
Keller, Mark & Darlene, teaching, MCCTAP, Zambia
Lovelace, Wesley, maintenance, Messiah
College
Metzler, John & Adeline, teaching, MCCTAP, Zambia
Musser, Michael, maintenance,
Temple
Campus, Messiah College
Musser, Ronald, maintenance,
Temple
Campus, Messiah College

Myers, Michael, maintenance, Mile High
Pines Camp
Nigh, Harry, offender ministries,
MCC,
Toronto
Nigh, Robert, maintenance,
Mile High
Pines Camp
Sider, Edward & Nancy, child
care,
Messiah Children's Home

Thuma, Lois, nursing,
MCC-VS, Appalachia
Wolgemuth, Jack & Marilyn, physician,
medical services, MCC, Zaire
Yoder, Lawrence & Shirlee, theological
education, MCC, Indonesia
Zercher, Wendell & Faithe, teaching, MCCTAP, Zaire

Personnel Serving Under Other Organizations
Carlson, David & Florence, Encounter Ministries, Florida
Doner, Ethel, Unevangelized Fields Mission, Haiti
Engle, Anna R., The Evangelical Alliance
Mission, South Af-ica
Fretz, Lamar & Anna Mae, David Livingstone Teacher Training College, Zambia ( S e l f - S u p p o r t i n g Mission Associate)
Haines, Joe & Elaine, Mennonite Board of
Missions, Israel
Keefer, Kenneth, World Relief Commission, Viet Nam
McCarty, Gulabi, Youth for Christ, India
Musser, Robert & Marian, Eastern Mennonite Board ot Missions, Tanzania

Pawelski, John & Ruth,
Mexican
Evangelistic Mission, Mexico
R a s e r , L o i s , Evangelical
Methodist
Church, Mexico
Ressler, D o n a l d & M i l d r e d ,
Central
Alaskan Missions, Alaska
Stuebing, Richard & Kathy, David Kaunda
Secondary School, Zambia (Self-Supporting Mission Associate)
Trautwein, Harriet, Mexican
Evangelistic
Mission, Mexico
Wolgemuth, Brenda, Campus Crusade for
Christ, Indiana
Wolgemuth, Carl & Marilyn, Wycliffe Bible
Translators, Mexico

Office Staff
Heisey, J. Wilmer, executive
secretary,
christian
service ministries,
special
missions (NA)
Musser, J. Earl, director of missions (overseas), director of extension
Nigh, Ross & Roxena, Canadian office
Brubaker, Rachel M., special servioes,
receptionist

Pierce, Glen A., information services, associate director of christian
service
ministries
Ressler, Verna Mae, financial
secretary,
special services
Rotz, Carolyn, secretarial,
transportation
services

Board for Missions of the
Brethren in Christ Church, 1973-74
Eldon F. Bert, Merle E. Brubaker, Amos H. Buckwalter, Charlie B. Byers, David E.
Climenhaga, John L. Ebersole, Mahlon W. Engle, Charles F. Frey, John D. Garman, Henry A.
Ginder, John B. Hawbaker, Brinser B. Heistand, Mark S. Hess, Raymond S. Hess, Glenn H
Hoffman, Kenneth B. Hoover (chairman), Howard Landis Jr., Richard L. Long, Ross E. Nigh,
Charles M. Rickel, R. Donald Shafer, Ralph G. Sider, Roger C. Sider (secretary), Roy V.
Sider, Andrew H. Slagenweit, Erwin W. Thomas, Landis E. Tice Jr., Carl J. Ulery.

